10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

ha
le
ha
me
se
re
se
she
k’e
be
te
che
ha
ne
nye

9 -

ke
T

he

we

hu
lu
hu
mu

Su

su
shu
k’u
bu
tu
chu
hu
nu

nyu
he

h
ku

hu

wu
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S1
shi
k’1
b1

1

cht
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romanization: UN 1967, diacritical marks for consonants and vowels in the BGN/PCGN system

sha

she
k’e
be
te
che
hé
ne

nye

6A
v
hi
A
li
ch
hi
91)
mi
f,U
Si
C
ri
il
si
0
shi
P
k’i
N
bi
+
ti
T
chi
g
hi
7
ni
]
nyi
A

-
—e

B mE T

z

7

sho

Combinations with W and Y

Ok

k’o

3)

k’wi

kwi

“4)
P
hwa

A

Iwa

i}

mwa

rwa
swa
shwa
k’wa
bwa
twa
chwa
hwa
nwa

nywa

kwa
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rya
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k’we k’'wi

b I

hwé hwi

o, [y

kwe  kwi
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20 0
‘a
21 H
ze
22 W
zhe
23 ¢
ye
24 L
de
25 %
je
26 1
ge
27 m
t’e
28 6B
ch’e
29 &
p’e
30 A
ts’e
31 6
ts’e
32 &
fe
33 T
pe
34 @
ve

A The vowel of the sixth order (i) is eliminated in romanization except when the actual

o

zu

zhu

yu

vu
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zha
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da
)
ja
k)
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a
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t'a
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ch’a
2

p’a
2
ts’a
9
ts’a
4.
fa

o
pa
q

va
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al

al
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-
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S
1 ol "
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S DG R F PT,
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Pro

Ve

f=1]

V1

zho

7 (I
go g0

VO

pronunciation requires it, e.g. ACQ 9°75> Arba Minch’.
B Combination of the vowel e with w should yield we, but these syllables are romanized
with o according to actual pronunciation (transliterated: o).

€ Characters of row 16 are romanized without > word-initially.

Notes

gwl

zZwa
zhwa
ywa
dwa
jwa
gwa gwe
t’'wa

ch’wa

ts’wa

fwa

gwi

fya

1. Long consonants are not differentiated in Ethiopian writing: A%.0 A0 Addis Abeba. In
romanization the length of consonants should nevertheless be indicated. Should there

be any combinations whereby two identical consonants would represent two

characters in Ethiopic writing (a syllable of the sixth order with unpronounced i

would be followed by another syllable with the same consonant), middle dot (-) is

used between the consonants.
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. Middle dot (-) is also used if any syllable of rows 16. (), 19. (w) or 23. (y) follows a
syllable of the sixth order romanized without i.

. When the syllable 4 na is known to represent the Amharic word meaning "and’, its
romanization should always be separated from the preceding and following words by
spaces and should never be capitalized, e.g. Raya na K’obo. Words written together
in Amharic are marked by an underline in romanization: 029°2CS %% Begémdir_na
Simen.

. When the syllable ? ye is known to represent the Amharic preposition, its
romanization should always be capitalized and written together with the following
word, which should also be capitalized, e.g. YeWiha Shet’.

. In the UN romanization system some vowels are romanized differently (KNAB =
UN):a=a,e=¢,€=¢,i=1,1=1, 0 = we; diacritical marks for consonants, also
symbols ’ (row 16) and  (row 20) are not used. In the BGN/PCGN system (1967) the
following differences should be noted (KNAB = BGN/PCGN): o0 = 0, § =, other
diacritical marks for consonants (except *) are used for documentation purposes only.
In public version of KNAB names will be stripped of all additional signs (except
apostrophes).

. Numbers in Ethiopic script: 5=1,8=2,F=3,0=4,&=53%3=6L=7,%=8 =9, 1=
10, & = 20, @ = 30, ¥ = 40, § = 50, & = 60, & = 70, " = 80 7 = 90, ¥ = 100, # = 10 000
. Punctuation marks in Ethiopic script: : (word space, not used any more), ? (comma), £

(semicolon), ¢ (colon), = (period).
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