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Languages of smaller Caucasian peoples

Groups of languages according to affinity:

Kartvelian family: Laz, Megrelian, Svan.

Abkhazian-Adyghian family: Ubykh.

Nakh-Dagestani family:

Nakh languages: Batsbi;

Andian languages: Akhvakh, Andian, Bagvalal, Botlikh, Chamalal, Ghodoberi, Karata, Tindi;
Tsez languages: Bezhta, Hinukh, Hunzib, Khvarshi, Tsez;

Lezgian languages: Aghul, Archi, Budukh, Kryz, Rutul, Tsakhur, Udi.

Groups of languages according to their main location:

Georgia (and Turkey): Batsbi, Laz, Megrelian, Svan, Ubykh.

Dagestan, Agul (and Khunzakh) district: Aghul. Gunib district: Archi. Rutul district: Rutul, Tsakhur.
Tsumada district: Andian languages. Tsunta district: Tsez languages.

Azerbaijan: Budukh, Khinalug, Kryz, Udi.

Aghul / Arlyn ylan Agul ¢al
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

aa b, Ca 9’ éa g:a d’ di’ ea f’ g’ g’ g’ h, 1}’ i’ j’ k’ k’ 1’ m, n7 pa pa q’ qa r’ Sa §, t, L u’ ﬁ, W’ X’
X, X, Z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa (but these occur rarely).

Non-aspirated consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢¢, kk, pp, qq, tt.
Pharyngealized consonants are marked by “: §°, q°, qq°, q°, x".

Pronunciation: see Lezgian.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Lezgian, incl. pharyngeal xs*° > q°, etc.

Note. Since 1992 has the Aghul language an official orthography but the details are not known.

Akhvakh / AsSwali migi
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

v

a’ b’ C’ g’ é’ ¢’ d’ di’ e’ g’ g’ g’ h’ 1}’ i’ j’ k’ 1,(’ 1’ 1’ 1’ 1,’ 1’ m’ n’ (ﬁ)’ O’ p’ (p)’ q’ q,’ q’ q”
r,s,$,t,t,uw,X, XX,z Z

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢g¢, ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, 1, ss, §§, xx.
Exeptional non-intensive consonants as compared to Avar are marked by ’: I’, q’, q’.

Pronunciation: kk [kx’:], I’ [t], ¢’ [q], @ [q'], X [¢], for others see Avar (incl. q and q).

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes intensivity (i > cc, etc.); k6 > ¢’, il >

I, x> q.
Andi / Qwannab micci

alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

aa b, (C)’ g‘, éa g:a d’ di’ e7 g’ ga h, ia j, k, ];(’ 1’ 1’ l’ 1’ m9 n7 0, pa q, qa r’ Sa §9 t, ;’ u, W, X, X’
X, Z, Z.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢g, ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, kk, 1, qq, ss, $8, xx.
Pronunciation: q [q’], for others see Avar.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes intensivity; ks ~ k% > ¢, ks > (q, ug >
$8. (Alternatively: kb > 4q, ksl > q.)
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Archi / (Arsisttib)
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

(@]

s g, éa d, ea é’ ga g’ ha h’ ia k, ];(7 1, lh, 1’ l’ 1’ m, n7 Oa pa pa qa qa r’ Sa éa t, t’ u, W,

’Z’

N«

a, b,
X’ i’

e

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Strong consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, #, pp, ss, S8, tt, xx.

Labialized consonants are marked by w: cw, ¢w, ¢w, ¢w, dw, gw, gw, kw, kkw, kw, tw, ftw, 1w, lw, qw,
qw, qqw, sw, ssw, Sw, $§w, tw, Xw, XXW, ZW, ZW.

Pronunciation: ¢ [2], 1h [K], for others see Avar (1, 1, q, q are not strong consonants).

Scientific transcription based on Roman, incl. abruptive sounds k’ > k, etc., labialized consonants t® >
tw, etc., strong consonantst > tt,etc.;o > &, v >Ih, H>h, 1 =1, L >1LL >, R> g x=x,2?>x

Bagvalal / Bagwalazul miggi
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

aa ba Cs ga éa ¢, da di’ e’ (f)a gs ga ga ha ];la ia ja ka ];(a la L la ms na (ﬁ)a Oa p’ q9 q’ ra S’ §a éa 5,
t,t,u, w, X, X, Z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Nasalized vowels are marked by ii: afi, aafi, efi, eefi, ifi, iifi, ofi, oofl, ufi, uuf.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: #1, ss, §§, xx.

Pronunciation: s [s’], § [['], for others see Avar (1, q, ¢ are not intensive).

Scientific transcription based on Roman, the apostrophe denotes abruptivity, the macron denotes
intensivity; H > h, .’ >, R > g X > x,¢> ¢g,? > x.

Batsbi / Bacbaf mott
alphabet based on the romanization of Ingush

a, b, c,ch, ¢,
t, th,u, v, X, X, z, Z,

7214
-

éha da dZa dia ¢, g’ gha ha h,a h’ i’ ka kh’ 1’ 1’ m, n, (ﬁ)’ o, P, ph, q’ qha r, s,

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, etc.

Nasalized vowels are marked by fi: afi, ef, ifi, ofl, ufl.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: 11, qq, qqh, ss, tt, tth, xx.

Pronunciation: h' [6]?, t [1], ’ [?], for others see Ingush.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Ingush, rI > gh, kI > kh, ks > gh, kx > q, 15 > t, nl > ph, Tl >
th, il > ch,ul > ¢h,xp > X, xI > h,5>",1>h,Is > h’.

Bezhta / (Bez]as)
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

v
-

a,a,b,c,¢ ¢ ¢ de, g, 8 (), h M), 1,j,k k1,1, 1,1, m,n, (A),0,0,p,pP,q 4, I, S,
t’ ;’ u’ ﬁ, W, X’ 8, Z’ i‘

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, 3, ii, oo, uu.
Nasalized vowels are marked by fi: aii, aafi, 4i, 44, ed, ifl, iifi, 61, ufl, Gf.
Intensive consonants do not occur.

Pronunciation: see Avar (1, 1, q, q are not intensive).

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, ks > ¢, xb > q.
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Botlikh / Bujxati miggi
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

a,b,c,¢ ¢ ¢ d,dz,e, g, 8,0, 1,),k, kK, 1,1, 1,1, m,n, (A),0,p,q,1,5s,8, t,t,u, w, X, X,
X, Z, Z.

Nasalized vowels are marked by ii: aii, ef, ifl, ofl, uil.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢g, ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, kk, 1, qq, ss, $§, xx.
Pronunciation: x [¢], for others see Avar.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes intensivity.

Budukh / Budad mez
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

a, ﬁ, ba g‘a éa éa da dia c, f’ g, g’ g’ h, 1}’ i’ j’ k’ L(, 1’ m, n, o, 6a p, pa q’ q’ (:L r, s, é, t, L u,

i.l, w, X, X, X, Ya Z, 7.

Front vowels next to pharyngeal consonants tend to become pharyngealized: sergi [serSif], go¢i [ot]’if].
Pronunciation: q [?q]? (preruptive sound), for others see Lezgian.
Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Lezgian, kb > g.

Chamalal / Camalaldub migg
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

aa ba Cs g, éa ga d’ ea ga ga g’ ha h’ ia j, ka ];(’ la 1’ la 1’ m’ n’ (ﬁ)a Oa pa (p)a qa r, Sa é’ ta L ua W,
X, X, X, z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Nasalized vowels are marked by fi: afi, aafi, efi, if, iifi, ufl, uui.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢¢, ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, H, ss, §8.
Pronunciation: x [¢], for others see Avar.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes intensivity.

Ghodoberi / Gibdili micci
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

aa ba Ca ga é’ éa d’ ea ga g’ g’ ha 1;1’ i’ j, ka 1,(’ la 1’ l’ l’ m’ n’ (ﬁ)a Oa pa qa qa r, Sa é’ ta L ua W,
X, X, X, z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Nasalized vowels are marked by fi: ai, ifi, ufl.

Strong consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢¢, Kk, #, ss, §§, tt, xx, XX.
Pronunciation: see Avar.

Scientific transcription based on Roman, the apostrophe denotes abruptivity (¢’ > ¢, etc.), the macron
denotes length; H > h, L>L L' >LLR> g x>%X>x,9>g,?> %

Hinukh /
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

aa ba Cs g, éa ga d’ ea ga ga g’ ha h’ ia j, ka ];(’ la 1’ la ma na Oa pa pa qa qa r, Sa é’ ta L ua ﬁa Wa Xa
X, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu, (iiii).

Pharyngeal vowels are marked by : a‘, e (but these do not constitute independent phonemes).

Pronunciation: see Avar (1, 1, q, q are not intensive).
Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes length.
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Hunzib / Hunzallis myc
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

a’ ﬁa b’ C’ 9, éa C’ da e, é’ g, g’ g’ h, h’ i’ j’ k’ ];(’ 1’ 1’ l’ 1’ m, n’ (ﬁ)’ O, p’ pa qa qa r’ Sa §9 t,
t,u, W, X, X, X,Y, Z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, (€¢), ii, oo, uu, (yy).

Nasalized vowels are marked by ii: aii, ai, efi, éf, if, ofi, uii, yii.

Pronunciation: a [¥], & [9], y [i], for others see Avar (1, 1, q, q are not intensive).

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes vowel length, superscript 1 marks nasal
sound (a" > af), 4 = 4, 0 > ¢&.

Karata / Kkirli miggi
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

a,b,c,¢, ¢, ¢, d,e, g, 8, ¢, hhi1,5,kKk LLLLDPm n, (A),o0,p,P).q,r1,5,8,t,tu,
w, X, X, X, Z, Z.

Nasalized vowels are marked by ii: aii, (efi), ifi, (ofi), uil.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢g, ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, #, qq, ss, $S.
Exceptional non-intensive consonants as compared to Avar are marked by *: I’

Initial (automatic) laryngeal plosive is not marked.

Pronunciation: kk [kx’:], I’ [}], X [¢], for others see Avar.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes intensivity (i1 > 8, etc.),the tilde marks
nasalization; k5 > 1.

Khinalug / Ket$ (Kats) mig
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

a’ é’ b’ C’ ga é’ é’ d, dZa dia e’ f’ ga gg’ g’ g’ h’ h’ i’ j’ k’ kX’ 15(’ 17 m’ n’ (ﬁ)’ 0’ 6’ p’ p’ q’ q’
ra S’ éa ta 1;.’ ua ﬁs Ws Xa ia X’ y’ Za i

Nasalized vowels are marked by fi: aii, iii, ofi, etc.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢¢, pp, qq, tt.

Pronunciation: gg [v], kx [kx] (affricate), for others see Lezgian.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Lezgian, the macron denotes intensivity; the tilde denotes
nasalization of vowels; kx > kx, ks > qq. In the transcription of 1959 (Desheriev) kx > q, kb > q, xb >
X, xb > h, xI > h.

Khvarshi /
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

a’ ba C’ ga é’ §:7 d’ ea g, ga g’ ha h’ ia j, ka ];(’ la 1’ l’ 1’ m, n’ (ﬁ)’ O, p’ pa qa qa r’ Sa §9 t, ;’ u’
W, X, X,V, Z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Nasalized vowels are marked by fi: aii, aafi, efi, eefi, iii, iifl, ofl, ooii, uii, uul.
Pronunciation: y [i], for others see Avar (1, 1, q, q are not intensive).
Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar.

Kryz / Qryca mez
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

> ga é’ é’ d, (dZ)’ di’ e’ f’ ga (gg)’ g’ g’ h’ h’ i’ j’ k’ 15(’ 17 m’ n’ O’ 6’ p’ p’ q’ q’ q’
u, i, w, X, X, (%), Y, , (2).
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Pronunciation: gg [v], g [], for others see Lezgian.
Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Lezgian, kb > g.

Laz / Lazuri nena
alphabet based on the romanization of Georgian

aa ba Cs g, éa ga da dZ, di’ ea fa ga ga ha ia ja ka ];(’ la m’ n’ Oa (O)a pa pa qa r, Sa §’ ta L ua (u), V’
X, Z, Z.

Pronunciation: g [#], q [q], x [x], for others see Georgian.

Megrelian / Margaluri nina
alphabet based on the romanization of Georgian

a,b,c,¢ ¢ ¢,d,dz,dz,e, 8,8, (h),1,),k, k., I, m,n,0,p,p, (@, 1,88t tu,v,X,z
7.

Pronunciation: g [¥], q [q'], x [x], for others see Georgian.

Rutul / Mbixlabuwpgbl ylen Myhabisdy ¢el
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

a,a, b,c,gc,

éa éa da dZa dia e, f’ g’ gg’ g’ g’ ha l;la ia ka 1,(’ 1’ m’ n’ Oa pa pa qa qqa qa ra S, éa
t,t,u, 4, w, X, X,

X,y Z.

Pharyngealized consonants are marked by “: §°, q°, qq°, q°, x".

Labialized consonants are marked by w: cw, ¢w, ¢w, dzw, gw, gw, g‘'w, kw, kw, qw, q‘'w, qqw, qw, q‘w,
Sw, tw, Xw, X‘wW, Xw, Zw.

Pronunciation: gg [v], qq [c], for others see Lezgian.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Lezgian, a» > 4, I > gg, kb > qq, xI > h.

Note. Since 1992 has the Rutul language an official orthography but the details are not known.

Svan / Lu$nu nin
alphabet based on the romanization of Georgian

aa és b’ Cs g, éa éa da dZa dia e’ ga g’ ha ia ja ks ];(a la ma na O’ éa p’ p’ qa q’ Sa é, t’ L ua ﬁa Wa
X, Y, Z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, i, ee, etc.
Pronunciation: y [2], for others see Georgian.

Tindi / Idarab micci
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

aa b, (C)a 9, éa g:a d’ ea g’ ga g’ ha h’ i’ j’ ka 15(’ la 1’ la 1’ m, n’ (ﬁ), 07 p’ qa r, S, é, t, ;’ u’ W’ X’
Z(a Za i

<

2

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu.

Strong consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢¢, ¢¢, ¢¢, kk, H, ss, $§, xx.

Palatalized consonants are marked by j: gj, kj, kj, kkj.

Initial (automatic) laryngeal plosive is not marked: Idari [?idari].

Pronunciation: kk [kx:], X [¢], for others see Avar.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar, the macron denotes strong consonants, the acute (") denotes
palatalization (r* > gj); m > .
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Tsakhur / UlalxHa mu3 Ca‘xna miz
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

a,d, b,c,¢ ¢ ¢ d,dz, e, g,88, 8, h,1,j,k, k., 1, m,n,0,0,p,p,q, 4, 1,8, 8, t, ¢, u, U, w,
Xa i’ ),(a Ya Z.

Pharyngeal vowels are marked by ‘: a‘, e‘, i, o*, u“.

Preruptive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: cc, ¢¢, kk, pp, qq, tt.

Pronunciation: gg [y], for others see Lezgian.

Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Lezgian, pharyngeal vowels al > a‘, etc., rr > gg, kb > qq.
Note. Since 1990 has the Tsakhur language an official orthography but the details are not known. Judging
by the orthography in the Tsakhur-language newspaper Hyp (www.dagpravda.ru) one can presume that
it is close to the orthography of Lezgian. Pharyngeal vowels are marked by I: al, eI, ul, etc.; these occur
more frequently than the Umlaut vowels (cf. the name of the language Illalxua mus, given in earlier
sources as Caxna miz). Umlaut vowels are probably marked by s (), € (6), fo (ii). The combinations
[j]+vowel are written ita, i1o, #ty. [je] is written e initially and after a vowel, [e] in the same position is marked
by 5. Long vowels aa, uit, oo occur. Additionally 1’ (=1j) is used that is missing in scientific description of
the language.

Tsez/Cez
alphabet based on the romanization of Avar

a’ é” b’ C’ Ga é’ é’ d’ e’ g’ g’ g’ h’ 1;1’ i’j’ k’ 1,{’ 1’ 1’ l’ l’ m’ n? 0’ p’ p’ q’ q’ r’ S’ é’ t’ ;’ u’ w’
X, X, X, z, Z.

Long vowels are marked by doubling the vowel: aa, 44, ee.
Pharyngeal vowels are marked by *: a‘, ¢, i‘, o, u'.
Pronunciation: see Avar (1, 1, q, q are not intensive).
Scientific transcription in Cyrillic as in Avar.

Ubykh /
alphabet based on the romanization of Adyghian

a’ é” b’ C’ g’ é’ é’ é’ ¢’ (_:’ C’ d, dZ’ di’ dZ” dz’ f’ g’ gg’ g’ h’ ];l’ j’ k’ ])(’ 1’ 1’ 1’ m’ n’ O’ 6’ p’
$,$,5,t,t,u, W, X,V, 2z, Z,Z, Z.

Pharyngealized consonants are marked by ‘: b, g, m‘, p, p°,
Labialized consonants are marked by w: cw, ¢w, dw, dzw, gw,
tw, tw, Xw, X'W, ZW, ZW.

Palatalized consonants (excl. sibilants) are marked by j: gj, &j, kj, Xj, qj, 4j, Xj-

Pronunciation: ¢ [ts], ¢ [ts’], & [¥], gg [v], h [x], 1 [K], x [x], for others see Adyghian.

Scientific transcription based on Roman, the underscore denotes pharyngealization (b > b‘, etc.),
supercript-o denotes labialization (k® > kw, etc.), the apostrophe marks abruptivity (¢’ > ¢, etc.), the acute
expresses palatalization (k* > kj, k> > kj,etc.);¢c” > ¢, ¢" > ¢,3 >dz, 3" > dz,3 > dz, %3 > dz, g >
gg, vy >g b >1,8§>58 >8x>h(),x>x),z>227 >z

3

q,vVv

q, Sw, X
w, §'w, kw, kw, qw, q'w, qw, q'w, sw, §w,

Udi / Udi
alphabet based on the romanization of Lezgian

aa éa ba Ca ga éa és da (dZ), dia e’ f’ ga g’ g’ ha ia ja ka 1,(’ 1’ m’ n’ Oa 6a ps pa qa qa ra Sa é’ ta L
u, i, w, X, zZ, Z.

Pharyngeal vowels are marked by ‘: a‘, i‘, o°.

Intensive consonants are marked by doubling the consonant: ¢¢, ¢¢, dzdz, (kk), (49), S8, zZz.
Pronunciation: g [v], x [x], for others see Lezgian.

Scientific transcription is almost the same as in Lezgian, pharyngeal vowels al > a‘, etc., intensive
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consonants 4: > ¢¢, mix: > dzdz, etc., s > g, Kb > (,X > X, Xb > (, [ > &.
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