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Kurdish / 2,58 Kurdi

romanization: Kurmanji Roman alphabet (Hawar 1932)

Kurdish comprises several languages. Mainly in Turkey, Syria and Armenia, Kurmanji is
spoken which is written in the Latin alphabet (in Armenia also in Cyrillic). Mainly in Iraq and
Iran, Sorani is spoken which is written in the Perso-Arabic script. The Kurdish Arabic
alphabet denotes almost all the vowels.

1V W 11 (1)® 21 < k 31 » h
2 @ b 12 5 z 2 & 32, 4t e
3 0@ P 13 3 j 23 J 1 33 P
4 t 14 o s 24 d (h® 34 s y
5 ¢ c 15 o $ 25 & m 356 &1
6 z c 16 ¢ ’ 26 O n 36 s &8
7 ¢ h(h) 17 ¢ X (x) 27 w
8 ¢ 18 f 28 5 &M
9 19 < v 29 5 o
10 r 20 G q 30 ss° i

A Form used word-initially.

® The letters r and ¢ do not belong to the Kurdish Latin alphabet but are only used to denote
the respective Arabic characters.

¢ Except word-initially.

P Used only word-initially, elsewhere the sound is not marked in Arabic script.

Notes

1. Different to Arabic, double consonants are marked in script: 4 S gulle.

2. The Arabic spelling has changed many times. Earlier, no distinction was made between 7
or &; &, u or ii; r was not marked or was written __; # was not marked; a was also written |,
etc. Sporadically in Kurdish also Arabic characters &, 3, o=, U=, - and 4. are used.

3. The Kurdish Academy has sometimes recommended to use a line above a character
instead of a v-sign in characters ¢, r, o, é.

4. In the normal version of Hawar the following letters are not used: h (— h) and % (— x or
g). In other Latin-alphabet versions one may find : and i instead of 7 and i, or @ and a
instead of @ and e.

Pronunciation

c [d3] ¢ [t/] e [&]~[e] é [e]
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Correspondence between the Cyrillic and Latin alphabet

Aa =a
b6 =b
BB =V
I'r =g
I'r =x
On  =d
Ee =@
09 =e
O =19
Kx =j

IIn =p
T = [ph]
Pp =r
PPp =t
Cc =s
TT =t
1 =[th]
Vy =0
ON) =f
Xx =X

Correspondence between the Latin alphabet and yekgirtu

(recommendation of the Kurdish Academy for a unified Latin alphabet)
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Correspondence between the Latin alphabet and the transcription of C. J. Edmonds
(English transcription used in Iraqi Kurdistan in the 1950’s)

a =a
c =]

¢ =ch
e =a

é
‘
]
I

=@
=h M
=zh
=1

0 =0
r =r()
S =sh
u =1u (0)

MM o

=0 (1)
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