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Lepcha / ᰵᰩᰛᰵᰩᰛᰵᰩᰛᰵᰩᰛ Róng 
romanization: traditional (based on Mainwaring 1876) 

 

I. Consonant characters 
 

1 ᰀ ka 

2 ᰁ kla 

3 ᰂ kha 

4 ᰃ ga 

5 ᰄ gla 

6 ᰅ nga 

7 ᰆ cha 

8 ᰇ chha 

9 ᰈ ja 

10 ᰉ nya 

11 ᰊ ta 

12 ᰋ tha 

13 ᰌ da 

14 ᰍ na 

15 ᰎ pa 

16 ᰏ pla 

17 ᰐ pha 

18 ᰑ fa 

19 ᰒ fla 

20 ᰓ ba 

21 ᰔ bla 

22 ᰕ ma 

23 ᰖ mla 

24 ᰗ tsa 

25 ᰘ tsha 

26 ᰙ dza 

27 ᰚ ya 

28 ᰛ ra 

29 ᰜ la 

30 ᰝ ha 

31 ᰞ hla 

32 ᰟ va 

33 ᰠ sa 

34 ᰡ sha 

35 ᰢ wa 

36 ᰣ a
A
 

A
 See Note 3. 

II. Vowel characters (ᰀ stands for any consonant character) 

 

1 ᰀᰶ â 

2 ᰀᰦ á 

3 ᰧᰀ i 

4 ᰧᰀᰶ í 

5 ᰨᰀ o 

6 ᰩᰀ ó 

7 ᰀᰪ u 

8 ᰀᰫ ú 

9 ᰀᰬ e 

 

III. Adscript consonant characters (ᰀ stands for any base character) 

 

1 ᰀᰤ kya 2 ᰀᰥ kra 

 
Note. Both diacritics form ligatures with the base character (that are impossible to show in 

this application). 
 

IV. Syllable-final consonant characters (ᰀ stands for any initial character) 

 

1 ᰀᰭ -k 

2 ᰀᰮ -m 

3 ᰀᰯ -l 

4 ᰀᰰ -n 

5 ᰀᰱ -p 

6 ᰀᰲ -r 

7 ᰀᰳ -t 

8 ᰵᰀ -ng
A
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A
 If followed by any other vowel except the inherent a; in the latter case a special sign is used: 

ᰴᰀ → kang. 

 

Numbers 

᱀ 0, ᱁ 1, ᱂ 2, ᱃ 3, ᱄ 4, ᱅ 5, ᱆ 6, ᱇ 7, ᱈ 8, ᱉ 9. 

 

Notes 

1. Lepcha script is written from left to right, spaces are left between words, e.g. ᰧᰋᰵᰀᰫ 
ᰕᰰᰬᰠᰵᰩᰜ → Thikúng Mensalóng (creator of the Lepcha script), ᰨᰇᰵᰧᰕᰶ ᰣᰦᰨᰕ → chho-

míng ámo ’consonants’. 

2. Adscript consonants may be combined: ᰩᰑᰥᰤᰮ → fryóm. 

3. Character No. 36 in Table I is romanized by a vowel word-initially, except if followed by 

an adscript consonant, e.g. ᰩᰣᰤᰭ → ’yók. 

4. A sub-dot in certain cases changes the value of the consonant: ᰀ᰷ᰥ → tra (< ḳra), ᰃ᰷ᰥ → 

dra (< gṛa), ᰝ᰷ᰥ → thra (< ḥra). 

 

Pronunciation 

a / á [ɑ~a], â [ə~ʌ], dr [ɖ], e [e~ɛ], i / í [i~ɪ], j [ʒ], ng [ŋ], ny [ɲ], o [o], ó [ɔ], sh [ʃ], tr [ʈ], u 
[ɯ], ú [u], y [j]. 
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