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Lao/ 290 Lao

transliteration: KNAB 1998 (modified 2003), romanization: BGN/PCGN 1966 + KNAB modifications 2003-2004

The romanization of Lao names has been modified to include diacritical marks for vowel
length and the tone. These are omitted in public version and some vowels are slightly
modified (see notes at the end).

I. Consonant characters

Lao characters are romanized in two ways depending on whether they denote syllable-initials
or syllable-finals. The romanization of syllable-finals is indicated in parentheses. Some other
consonant characters which are not accompanied by a vowel character form a full syllable
when used within a word: 2 kkha, © kkha, @ tcha, J tsa, Q tsa, Q) tta, T ttha, W ttha, U ppa,

W ppha, & pfa. See note 1.

Trlit Rom 10 o t t 20 b m m
I n K k (k) 11 7 th th 21 & vy y
2 g2 kh kh 12 v th 1 2 s r
3 & kh kh 13 v n n(n) 23 o | P
4 9 ng ng(ng) 14 v b b(p) 24 o v v, ¢
5 @ ¢ ch 158 p p 25 w h h°
6 I § s 16 @ ph ph 26 © X ®
7 9 s x 17 & f f 27 s h h
8§ © A  gny 18 w ph ph
9 o d d (1) 19 W f f

A Character variation J A is used at the end of a syllable (293 khan khdy), after ® h (m390
hnab gnap) and between consonants (39 $nNng siang).

B Subscript variation: ], e.g. ML hlam lim.

€ See note 4.

D'See note 2.
E See note 3.

I1. Vocalic nuclei (7 stands for any consonant character)

1 ne _a a 2 NN a a 3 M a a
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4 N i 179" o o 30Ny A ia
59 1 i 18 o o 31cNer e uxa ud
6 N u u 19¢cNe e aa o 32C¢NON e _UxX_ ud
79 - u 20 NON _ax o 33 ¢No e UX ua
8 N ~u ou 21N _m 0 34%0¢ _ova oud
9 N a ou 2nN9N X o 3590N _av_  oud
10¢cne e a e’ 23 cNe eia eu 3690 oV oua
11eNn ea e 24 ¢HN el eu 37Non v oua
12¢n e e’ 25¢N el eu 38 n i ai
13ccnt = a e 26CHN e 0 eu 39 1 ai
l4ccnNn = a_ e 27 ¢cNye e ana id 40¢cHY e 0a ao
15¢cn & e 289N _an_  id 4199 A am
16N oa o 29¢Ny e an ia

III. Diacritical marks

I 9 " reduplicating mark, e.g. CCQ9¢) asX" xe ‘oxe ‘0

2 5 tone mark

3 5 A tone mark

4 % ’ tone mark

5 & N tone mark

Notes

1. Syllable-initial consonants within a word are sometimes pronounced twice in borrowed
words — the same consonant is also pronounced at the end of the preceding syllable (with
an appropriate syllable-final value): W%Vt thadana rthdtsdnd, WIQV phasna
phdtsdna.

2. At the beginning of a syllable, the character ® h unaccompanied by a vowel or tone mark
and occurring immediately before ® A, V N, L M, S r, D | or O v should generally not be
romanized: MA0YWSTLIY) hlvngphrabang Lotiangphrdbang. Often ligatures U hn,
v hm, (b)) hl are used in such cases.

3. At the beginning of a word © X should not be romanized: &7 xik jk. At the beginning of a

syllable within a word the character should be romanized by a hyphen: €21 saexm xd-
e’'m, 59Dccﬁg§ branaek™ngxT Bdn Ké‘ng-1.
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4. The character O v at the beginning of a syllable should be romanized v: WO thanva
thanva. As the second character of a combination, O Vv should be romanized o. At the end
of a syllable the character is romanized o generally (V90 nav ngo, CCNO akv ke ‘0, OO
dnv diao) but after i it is romanized ou (890 khiv khiou, OO tiv tiou).

5. In consonant combinations where the second character is S r, 2 | or © v, it should be
romanized character by character, even if the second character may represent no
pronounced sound: 6‘)1)50&)8322} b*anvadphrais Bdn Vitphrdxai, 53051) khlistnn
Khlitsdtian, 309y 8vVan sody, (209 aekhvng khoé ‘ng.

6. A vowel which is not represented in Lao writing occasionally occurs in the pronunciation

of certain words. The presence of that vowel should be indicated in romanization by
insertion of the letter a. The class of the following consonant in that case tends to be the

same as of the consonant preceding a: IOVVEC20 Svannaekhd Savdnndkhe’t (also
written FEmOVLLEC20 Sahvannaekhd), 2090 khvav khdvdo (but cf. 209D khvan
khodn).

7. In some words of foreign origin the variant S r oceurs: c0S ebir beur.
Tones

1 —rising ("), 2 — plain (without a mark), 3 — high falling ("), 4 — mid-low ("), 5 — low (*), 6 —
low falling (M).

Tone rules

The class of the syllable-initial consonant and the type of the syllable-ending are taken into
account.

Classes:

high: 2, 3, 1), @, &, 0 kh, §, th, ph, , h;

middle: N, 9,0,0, 0L, U, 8,9k, c,d, t,b,p,y, x;

low: ©,9,9,8,0, D, W, W, L, S,9,0,Skh,ng,s, i, th,n, ph,f,mr I v, h.

Syllable general short vowel | short vowel + | with a tone mark

ending — +p,t,k, A p,t k

Initial | 50 0 & Op.tk,?
high 1 - 5° 5° 6" -

middle 2 - 5° 5° 37 37

low 2 3 6" 4~ 37 -

& After a short open syllable always [?] is pronounced.
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Pronunciation of romanization

ch [c] 1a
e’ [e] kh
e’ [€] ng
eu [2] 0
gn [ o
ia [1:9] ou

[ia]
[kh]
(0]
[o]
[o]
[u]

oua
oud
ph
th

ua

A line under a vowel character denotes vowel length.

Conversion into plain romanization (BGN/PCGN):

[u:9] ua
[us] X
[p"] y
[t"]

[w]

[ur:9]

1. Tone marks (7, °, 7, *, ) and vowel length marks are omitted.

2. >€é, e " —>¢,0° —0.

[wa]

[s]
]|
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