Institute of the Estonian Language
KNAB: Place Names Database

Malayalam / @21@2380 Malayalam

romanization: UN 1972/77 + KNAB modifications

I. Independent vowel characters

1 @O a 5 © u

2 @9 a 6 ©9 a
3 e i 7T 8

4 @71 g8 of) ¢

II. Consonant characters

1 & ka 11 S ta

2 6l kha 12 O tha
3 0 g 13 W da

4 08l gha 14 QU9 dha
5 6B na 15 M na

6 2l cha 16 @ ta

7 200 chha 17 O tha
8 & ja 18 B da

9 ©W jha 19 W dha
10 OO fa 20 M na

A Special ligature: Q.

10
11
12

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

IT1. Abbreviated vowel characters and other symbols (S stands for any consonant)

1 S a 6 8§ 0
2 $D a 7 8y 1°
3 sl g8 OS ¢
4 sl i 9 GS e
5 8 ut 10 088 ai

11
12
13
12
13

2012-09-09
o) e 13 630 au
0al]) ai

63 0

630 o

al pa 31 & sha
all pha 32 (VU sa
6Nl ba 33 a0 ha
@ bha 34 &HHksha
@ ma 35 8 la
@ ya 36 ¥ la
® ra 37 O rat
8l la

U va

0  sha

0Sd 5 14§ ®
@S2 o

ST au®

So n, mt

s
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A Traditional script forms: 6} khu, g mu, etc., exceptionally: &: ku (£6 kku, & nku), © gu,

2® chhu, 8 ju, M0 nu, © tu, @ nu (0 nnu), 8 bhu, @ ru, ¥ shu, a0 hu.

B Traditional script forms: G)_Lkhﬁ, Q mi, etc., exceptionally: & ki, 3 gu, 2@ chhi, & ju,
6 nii, @ t, 0 ni, @ bhi, @3 rt, ¥ shii, o3 hu.

€ Traditional script form (conjunct): & kr.

P Traditional script form: &s™.

E Word-finally, also before b, bh, p, ph, s, sh.
F Pronunciation without a vowel [a], e.g. & k , M s. Special, so-called chillu-forms: em n,

M n, Dr, @ 1, U] ; see also Note 2.

IV. Ligatures

Adscript forms of some consonants

Example

I- (BEQ rgga (newer style; earlier a dot above the next character was used instead of (d)

-1 (db kra (traditional script form: (&)

-y ©@ftya
-V MVd sva

Other ligatures (the list is not complete)

@67@:8@@@)91% )

kka kta* kta ksha kla gga
6683 o ol o2 2600 ol
nna chcha chchhajja jia  ficha
61D emw em em @O0 @O0
ntha* nda nna nma tta ttha
m Mo ™ maw am @m

nta ntha nda ndha nna nma
enj ey ey e @
bda bdha bba bla mna* mpa
Dal @A @ i ales &l

ypa* yma* yya  lka* lkka* Ipa*

U3 £V

m ma @ &

gda* gddha* gna gma gla nka

60 61

fchha* fija*

@n 08
tna*  tbha
@ o
nra*  pta*
@8
mma mla
7 &
Ima* lla

e g ) ens
fifia  fta dda nta
oa o 3 EV)
tma tsa dda ddha
W oo o W
pna* ppa pla psa*
W' @B @O @ O
yka* ykka yta* ytta*
Y @& @ R

vva shcha shla shsha
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Ao of ¥ F dad A Wer QU WO qua G

shka* shta shtha* shna* shpa* shpha* shma* ska* sta sta* stha sna*
Malad VA (Q\)) (’Qg al A 0_8 868 YPdH Pal OO

spa* spha* sma* sla ssa  hna hma hla lla lka* Icha* ltta*

S Pal

Ima* ]pa*

Notes

1. The Malayalam script has been simplified during the 1980’s, abolishing several complex

signs for abbreviated vowel characters and reducing the number of ligatures. Traditional
script forms have been added in notes to tables. Obsolete ligatures (marked with an
asterisk) have been substituted by character combinations whereby the first character
bears the sign 3, e.g. alm pna. The use of ligatures, however, varies greatly. (For the

table here some ligatures have not been available, others have been taken from the font for
traditional Malayalam.)

The sign of absence of the inherent vowel (.;;“;.') is generally not romanized, although word-
medially it may be romanized by ". The chillu-forms word-finally are romanized without a
vowel, word-medially they are romanized by ". Should there be a word-final character

v

with <3 instead of a chillu-character, this shall be romanized by # (in older spelling often u

+ < was used, e.g. G$1a860S Kolikkotil, now G&hI¥ 16 86)IS).

3. In the UN romanization n — m; U and " are omitted.
4. In names of the Kerala State often 1 — zh, sh — s, t — t/d, t — th, 1 — (0)/e.
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