Institute of the Estonian Language
KNAB: Place Names Database

Tamil / SLOILD Tamil

romanization: UN 1972/77 + KNAB modifications

I. Independent vowel characters

1 9 a 5 2
2 &) a 6 261
3@ i 7 6l
4 T 1 8 6
II. Consonant characters

1 & ka 8 b
2 Tl na 9 u
3 & cha 10 LD
4 @h na 11 w
5 L ta 12 7
6 6001 na 13 6V
7T & ta 14 el

A Characters borrowed from the Grantha script.

na

pa

ma

ya

ra

la

va

B Special syllable character: LL@ shri.

2012-09-09
9 & a
10 @ 5
11 6@ o
12 6Q6IT au
15 1p 1la 22 6o sat
16 o1 1la 23 60 ha
17 M ra 24 &9 ksha®
18 601 na 25 !D!D rra
19 89 jat 26 68T[D nra
20 UD sha™®
21 €9 sha®

II1. Abbreviated vowel characters and other symbols (& stands for any consonant)

1 8 a 5 &
2 gm 6 &9
38 1 70
4 & 1 g G

9 MY ai 13 h®
10 Qgm 5 14 & @
11 Ggm o
12 Qg6 au

A In older and Classical literature special ligatures were used for 600TT na, MIT ra, 60TIT na.
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® Variation: lg ti.

€ Variation: le tL.

D Variations: & ku, R nu, & chu, 6h| fiu, @ tu, @)j nu, §l tu, Bl nu, L pu, (WP mu, U] yu,
(B ru, VI lu, etc.

£ Variations: &e. ki, [bl, 1, & chil, 6h[T fil, (B 0, WO nii, GIT tii, BT nd, L pa, €LP mi, U
ya, Qb ra, eYIT 1a, etc.

F In older and Classical literature special ligatures were used for 606V lai, 6D)6IT lai, 60)6001
nai, 60)60I nai.

S Absent in the original table.

" pronunciation without a vowel: & k.

Notes
1. In order to maintain reversibility middle dot (-) is added if the sign of absence of inherent

vowel () should be followed by an independent vowel character.

2. In the UN romanization middle dot is omitted.
3. Inlocal romanization: ch — (often) s, k — gA, t — th/d®, t — t/d* (* - between vowels).

Pronunciation

ai [ei]®, ch [s]~[1/ [t1° / [d3]%, j [d3], k [k / []° / [x]% | (U, ] (0~[3], A [9], A [n], 0[], p
[p1/[b1°/ [BIY, ¥ [c], £ [x], £r [ttr], or [ndr], sh [Jf1, t [¢]/[d]'/ [81% t (] / [d)~[¢T, v [0]~[w]

A _ In non-initial syllables.

B _ When doubled or after n, t.

€ _ After .

D_ After n, N, n.

E _ Between vowels or after Lry.
F_ In OId Tamil it was an alveolar n.
G _ After m, n, n.

H_ Between vowels or after r,y.

'_ After n.

! _ Between vowels or after n.
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