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Vai / B% Vai

romanization: KNAB 2012
The Vai language, spoken mainly in Liberia and Sierra Leone is written in Vai syllabic script,
from left to right. The script was standadized in 1899 and again in 1962 but in actual usage

there is a lot of variation and simplification. Tones are not marked.

I. Main characters

1 3 4 6

- -i -a -0 -u - -€
1 - I “h ? H L % %
2 z i Y Q@ W & o€ o
3 n° & JC K
4 h- ‘L i 1 Ll et o | &%
5 h- 8 Yy @ H £
6 w- Y % e T 4 & T
7 w- p! % “k Ty 4 ! T
8 p- v 4 4 S H oo g
9 b- o¥o VAN % S % offo 23
10 b- l o [k 65 & ¢ IC
11 mb- 9 Ba 5 - & $ IC
12 kp- T ® A 0 & o oo
13 kp: ® oo
14 mgb- Bg g A §- & El ol
15 gb- T + B d & Y e
16 gb: & P4
17 - ? [ T kS ofo 8 95
18 V- ? t R E ofo 8 15
19 t- “t % Ny C ? E HH
20 th- “t % T ¢ @ ‘¢ kg
21 d- K t 9 iy N E 8
22 dh- K fe Y| W W ¢ 8
23 1- “h . [= ¢ b 6 ’
24 r- Ry 3 IE Iy b ) s
25 d- 77 o HH [ T .
26 nd- d o of ) b T o
27 s- Il g X m 77 F 4
28 sh- 1] g X n 77 F o
29 z- - g oS 8 7 F e
30 zh- = 23 B 8 77 £ &
31 ch- a & 3 I kb B G
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32 j- 0o -~ A U H E &

33 nj- ke = R b i P C

34 y- - = % ; s 8 Q

35 k- lloo] © 9 pat o B T

36 k- 2

37 pe- ol 6 B %, : b4 ¥

38 gg: ¥

39 o H S iy :n ? o e

40 g: £

41 m- l « Al o i o] 1l

42 n- T g I “ ® o g

43 ny- QO o) “b I U 22 ;|
-e -i -a -0 -u -d -€

I1. Other characters

1 "o syllable-final #g

2 — syllable vowel lengthener (in romanization the vowel is written twice).
Sometimes vowel length is indicated by a new syllable with the same
vowel, starting with £, e.g. YW — taha [ta4).

3 A comma

4 * dot, period

5 * exclamation mark

6 aHo question mark

7 ¢ logogram feng ’thing’

8 F logogram faa ’die, kill’

III. Numbers (not used) -
60,1 1,%2,%3,h4, k566 17,88 J09.

Romanization variations

6 =

b,ch=c,d=d,dh=0,e=¢,y=n,ny=n,0=0, th=0.

Pronunciation
b [6], ch [t[]~[c], d'[d], dh [8], j [d3]~[3], ny [n], sh [[], th [0], y [j], zh [3].

Sources

1. Vai syllabary. — Wikipedia, en.wikipedia.org, 2012-10-14.

2. Vai syllabary. — Omniglot, http://www.omniglot.com/writing/vai.htm, 2012-10-14.

3. Vai writing. — Florian Coulmas, The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Writing Systems.
Blackwell Publishing 1999, p. 537-539.

4. J. V. Singler. Scripts of West Africa. — The World’s Writing Systems. Oxford University

Press 1996, p. 593-598.

Vai Page 2



