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About Place Names Register (PNR)

• The Estonian place names and other data

related to place names are compiled in the

National Place Names register

• PNR contains official and unofficial names

• PNR was established in 1998

• Since 2008 the Land Board has been 

authorized to maintain the register

• As of 11.09.2019, PNR contains 209 999 

names

• PNR has public and targeted application



Query form for the public 
application of the place name 
register



Detailed query form for the public 
application of the place name 
register



Results of query



Information available about name



Name versions



Query by name object type



Query by name object type



Map application



Map application

• Lakes

• Streams

• Hills

• Cadastral units



Map application

• Streets

• Roads

• Cultural heritage

objects

• Islands

• Ponds

• Swamps

• Towns

• Villages

• Settlements

• Neighborhoods



Targeted application

• Possible to search for names on diferent bases

• By name statys

• By type

• etc



Main problems

• Possible inefficiencies in business

processes

• Technical problems



Possible inefficiencies in business
processes
• Division of roles between the Ministry of 

Finance and the Land Board Agency

• The register's activities are divided between two different areas of 

government

• The Ministry of Finance is responsible for the register and finances 

the activities related to the register through an annual contract

• The operations related to the register (place name entries, 

development of the register) are performed by the Land Board

Agency

• How to maintain the database in the future?
• Separate register

• Merge with another register that contains information and data

about place names



Possible inefficiencies in business
processes II
• Possible inefficiencies in work processes
• Entries are made manually

• There is no way to analyze names effectively in mass entries

• There is no overview of the needs of current 

and potential users of the PNR



Technical problems

• Lack of interfaces with ohter registers
• When change to place name is done in one register, it does not

automatically update names in other registers

• Different registers may therefore have different names for the 

same name object

• When a new name object is created or the name is changed, the 

PNR does not get the information about changes

• Registry applications have limited functionality
• It is not possible to distinguish name objects by different types in 

the registry map application

• Application ease of use is limited (searches, procedures)

• Missing statistics module (for register visits; for registration of 

name objects)

• There is no way to see list history in a compact way

• Most of the entries are made manually

• There is no way to perform mass data capture effectively



Map application
• Lots of different

name objects, 

difficult to

understand what is

what

• It is not possible to 

choose to display 

only specific 

names (lakes; 

mountains; 

villages, etc.)



Lack of functionality

• Few information about name: additional information, information from the

Place Name Database of the Estonian Language Institute and the shape

of name object



Lack of functionality

• Again – not much information about name object



Mass data capture



Place Names Register Business
Analysis

• Financial Objectives: How to modify workflows to 

achieve optimal data processing and resource 

savings for fixed registry costs.

• Process Changes: Whether and How to Change 

the Responsible and Authorized Controller Tasks 

and Daily Workflows Related to Place Names 

(Automated Actions)

• Technical solutions

• New register?

• Developing an existing registry?

• Merging the registry with another register?

• Creating interfaces with other important registers

• New functionalities



Place Names Register Business
Analysis

• A prototype of the PNR will be created

• Business analysis as a basis for planning

future activities



Thank you!
Timo Torm

timo.torm@fin.ee


