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2019 – THE YEAR OF PLACE NAMES IN LITHUANIA

Implementing the Resolution 2018 June 14 of Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania announced 2019 the Year of Place Names.
2019 January 16 Government of the Republic of Lithuania adopted a plan for
commemoration of place names.

The plan includes:
• Cultural, educational and immortalization activities;
• Scientific conferences and seminars;
• Publicity and publishing activities;
• Systematization and compilation of data.

The cultural, educational events and activities, scientific conferences and seminars, data
collection and systematization, publicity and publishing provided in the plan emphasize the
importance of historical place names and the meaning of place names. This emphasizes the
ethnological, linguistic, historical, cultural and other important information contained in the
old names of villages and homesteads, which should be protected as a part of Lithuanian
and world cultural heritage.



A plan to commemorate the Place Names Year 2019 prepared by the Ministry of Culture,
together with other institutions and organizations, will be implemented by over fifty
promoters:
• Numerous municipalities in the country, their cultural centers, museums, libraries
• Institute of the Lithuanian Language
• State Commission of the Lithuanian Language
• State Language Inspectorate,
• Council for the Protection of Ethnic Culture
• Center of Registers
• Lithuanian National Radio and Television
• National Land Service
• Ministries and other institutions.

As part of the Place Names Commemoration Plan, maps 
of extinct place names were created, extinct villages were 
immortalized by signage, expeditions for the collection of 
place names and local history, involving pupils and youth, 
were held. Series of events, documentary and photo 
exhibitions were dedicated for the Year of the Names.
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The Lithuanian Radio and Television website hosted the election of the most beautiful
Lithuanian place name this year.
The initiative to collect the most beautiful place names in the country aims to emphasize the
ethnological, linguistic, historical and cultural value inherent in the old names of villages and
homesteads, to acknowledge them as part of the cultural heritage of Lithuania and the
world.

There are currently more than 21 thousand 
place names in the Lithuanian Address 
Register. Some of them denote already extinct 
towns or villages that were mentioned on 
Lithuanian maps some decades ago.

The Center for Registries has selected the 15 
most interesting place names in the country 
and submitted them to the internet for voting. 
The Center of Registers has also prepared 
virtual maps of historical place names.
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The selected place names fall into two categories: extinct and still existing.

In the election of the most beautiful place names triumphed:
The category of extinct names:
• Žemuogynės vienkiemis (Lith. žemuogė

‘wild strawberry’; -ynė – suffix ‘place’; 
vienkiemis ‘farmstead’);

• Vilko miško kaimas (Lith. ‘wolf‘s forest
village’);

• Margų Tupikų kaimas (Lith. margas
‘colorful, patterned’; Lith. tupikas ‘the
one who is squating / sitting)’)

The category of existing names:
• Pelėdnagiai (Lith. pelėda ‘owl’; nagai

– ‘fingernails’);
• Žvaigždžiakalnis (Lith. žvaigždė ‘star’; 

kalnas – ‘hill’);
• Čiūdai (Slav. чудо ‘wonder’).
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On June 12, 2019, there was a public discussion "Toponyms: Data, Access, Benefits" organized 
by the state enterprise "GIS-Centras" together with partners National Land Service and Vilnius 
University Library.

The event aimed to bring together place-name data providers, coordinating authorities and 
data users for discussion. The purpose of this discussion was to promote sharing, opening up 
and wider use of place-name data.
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During the event the official spatial data set of Lithuanian place names was presented, 
experts and place name enthusiasts from various organizations – Vilnius University, Institute 
of the Lithuanian Language, Vilnius City Municipality, SE Center of Registers, SE GIS-Center, 
Lithuanian Cartography Society, association “Open Source for Lithuania”, providers of place 
names data for the Lithuanian Spatial Information Portal.

Two expert discussions took place:
• the first discussion on the creation, coordination, data sharing initiatives and benefits of 

place names data and related services;
• the second is about combining forms of place names, obtaining data on place names, 

the benefits of customization, and the value created.
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Law on Geodesy and Cartography of the Republic of Lithuania (No. IX-415, 28-06-2001)

Competence of the Ministry of Agriculture in the fields of geodesy, cartography and 
compilation of state geo-referenced spatial data sets: policy making, methodological
leading, planning, supervision of ongoing works, etc.

The Minister of Agriculture approves:

• The Program of the State Geodetic Base Management and Regional Mapping

• The List of National Spatial Data Sets and Maps

LEGISLATION



Geographic names data set totalling abaut 120 thousands objects:

• Administrative units – 493

• Settlements – 23615

• Hydrography – 17022

• Relief – 3543

• Protected areas – 4679

• Buildings – 148

• Transport network – 48783

• Land covers – 18593

• Other – 2429



SPATIAL DATA SET OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DATA SOURCES

GEOREFERENCIAL BASE CADASTRE  – 79% (HYDROGRAPHY, SETTLEMENTS)



THE INSTITUTE OF THE LITHUANIAN LANGUAGE PLACENAMES 
GEOINFORMATION DATABASE – 14% (HYDROGRAPHY, SETTLEMENTS)

SPATIAL DATA SET OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DATA SOURCES



STATE IMPORTANCE ROADS INFORMATION SYSTEM, LITHUANIAN ROAD 
ADMINISTRATION (TRANSPORT NETWORK)
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REGISTER OF CULTURAL HERITAGE, THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL 
HERITAGE (LAND COVERS - NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PARKS, STATE RESERVES, 

NATURAL AND CULTURAL MONUMENTS)

SPATIAL DATA SET OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DATA SOURCES



MAP OF THE GEOMORPHOLOGIC DISTRICTS, THE LITHUANIAN GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY (HIGHLANDS, PLATEAUS, LOWLANDS, ETC.)
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Map of the Ethnographical Regions, the Ethnic Culture Council
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MAP OF HISTORICAL NAMES
OF KALININGRAD OBLAST

Historical place names of the Königsberg region were collected and a map created by 
private initiative.
The map contains the place names of Baltic languages dating back to the 13th century. 
Each place name is evidenced in historical sources.
The map is available through the Lithuanian Spatial Information Portal.



SPATIAL DATA SET OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 

Improvement of Geographic names data set and service in 2019:

• Get a unique link (URL) of a place name object. Use the link to locate and display the 

object on a map. Share the link;

• Select a predefined group of place names by their type for review;

• Reuse (for information system developers) the GV_DRLT web search service in three 

different, most commonly used interactive web mapping libraries (Leaflet, OpenLayers, 

ArcGIS JavaScript);

• Geographic names database spatial data set is filled in with new information.
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