
Natural Feature Names 
Standardization in Latvia

Dace Kavace

The Deputy Head of the Laboratory of Toponymy

Department of Geodesy and Cartography

The 18th Meeting of the Baltic Division of the United Nations 

Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN)

Saint Petersburg, August 23 – 25 2016



History

• Standardization of Natural Featur Names 
accordingly with the UN Resolutions in Latvia 
was started in 1970, filfilling the direction 
No.73, Council of Ministers LSSR, February 
11, 1976

• Task of compilation the Card Index of 
Nature Feature Names LSSR was delegated to 
the Scientific Research Branch of the Faculty 
of Geography Latvian State University

• The Card Index was compiled mainly by the 
reseacher Ruta AvotiĦa from 1970, 
afterwards other scientists took part, too
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History

• Every natural feature has 1 card, containing 
all known its names and name variants

• Kartographic adjustment of every toponym 

• Cameral and field work

• The first toponymic  dictionaries, based on 
the Card Index of Nature Feature Names of 
LSSR were publisned by Latvian State 
University:

� Latvijas PSR ūdenstilpju nosaukumi 1984

� Latvijas PSR ūdensteču nosaukumi 1986
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History

The Card Index of Nature Feature Names LSSR and first toponymic 
dictionaries 4



History

• After reinstating the independence, since 
1994, toponymists-geographers of Latvia works 
in State Land Service and take part in large 
projects, concerning place names:

� Layer of place names for the Satellite map 
1:50 000 of the Republic of Latvia (1994 –
1998)

� Layer of place names for the Topographic map 
1:50 000 of Latvia, the first edition (since 1997)  

• The first toponymic regional dictionaries were 
published by Latvian State University:

� J.Kavacs Valkas rajons 1993

� Z.Goba Kuldīgas rajons 1994

� O.KovaĜevska Krāslavas rajons 1997
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History

J.Kavacs Valkas rajons 6



History

• In 1998 the project of Geographical Names 
Database was launched by the State Land 
Service on initiative of the Laboratory of 
Toponymy

• Compilation of Toponymic regional 
dictionaries was continued – R.AvotiĦa 
Madonas rajons 1999

• The first toponymic civil parish dictionaries 
were published:

� R.AvotiĦa Sēlpils pagasts 2003

� R.AvotiĦa Staburaga pagasts 2004

� Zaubes pagasts 2005

� Liepas pagasts 2009

� Krustpils pagasts 2012
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History

Geographical Names Database and dictionaries 8



Today

• Since 2005 Laboratory of Toponymy 
continues its work in Latvian Geospatial 
Information Agency

• Now, in 2016, Laboratory of Toponyny 
works in 3 main directions:

1. Developing and inspecting toponyms in 
maps manufactured by LGIA (developing –
M1:50 000, inspecting – the rest)

2. Developing an inspecting toponyms in 
Geographical Names Database 

3. Standardization of Natural Featur Names, 
because Natural Feature Names, publiced on 
maps and dictionaries has not official status
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Today

M 1:50 000   2 and 3 edition 1
0



Natural Feature Names 
Standardization in Latvia

• In 2014 Standardization of Natural Feature Names 

in Latvia went in new phase – Official Names for 

the Natural Features assignin

• It was possible after adoption Regulations 
Regarding Geographical Names Information 
10.01.2012

• Regulations prescribe the procedures for the 

creation,assigning, approval, accumulation, 

publication, use, preservation and protection of 

geographical names
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The Responsible Institutions 
Having Rights to Approve the 
Official Names

According to the Regulations on the Toponymic 
Information (2012):

� Names of administrative and territorial units, cities 
and towns – Parliament and Government

� Names of other populated places (houses, 
homesteads, villages), streets, parks and other man-
made features – local governments

�Names of transportation features, nature 
conservation areas, cultural-historical features etc. –
mainly responsible ministries

� Natural feature names (except features, essential 
for maritime navigation) - Latvian Geospatial 
Information Agency 
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The process of Standardization 
of Natural Feature names 

The Latvian Geospatial Information Agency to 

January 10, 2016 evaluated the status of 

geographical names of natural features existing in 

the Geographical name Database and submit, in the 

form of an electronic list, proposals to the State 

Language Centre on assigning of official names and 

official parallel names for 4601 features
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The process of Standardization 
of Natural Feature names 

Official name proposals
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The process of Standardization 
of Natural Feature names 

Opinion project of State Language Centre 1
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The process of Standardization 
of Natural Feature names 

• The 1st step of standardization (2014) -
names from the Overview map, scale 
1:250 000

• The 2nd step standardization (2014-2016) 
– names from the Topographical map, 
scale 1: 50 000
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The process of Standardization 
of Natural Feature names 

Official name proposals 4515 objects 2014 -2015
1
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Problems

• Official Names Proposals sent to
State Language Centre 2014-2016 
contain 4601 objects in total, 
including:

• 1689 objects with 1 name

• 1047 objects with 2 names

• 1865 objects with 3 and more 
(up to 16) names

A. More than one name for one 
feature 

1
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Problems

River Krustalīce has 16 names

A. More than one name for one 
feature.
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Solution A

1. Official parallel name (Aglonas 
ezers/Egles ezers)

2. Recommended local form for informal 
use (Durbes ezers, Dorbes ezers)
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Problems 

B. Inconsistent place name use in 
official communication and public 
space
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Problems

B.1. Imprecise (even erroneous) representation 
of names in legislative acts ( lake KaĦieris and 
KaĦiera ezers, Solojs and Lakstīgalu ezers)
B.2. Different institutions use different names 
for the same feature ( river Ėekava or 
ĖekaviĦa) 
B.3. Discrepancies between written and local, 
traditional forms of names ( bog Stulbes purvs 
or Vānes kūdras purvs)
B.4. Lack of uniformity in reflecting dialect and 
vernacular diferences, imprecise (even 
erroneous) spelling, mainly in Latgale region 
(lake Ots, Ata ezers, Atas ezers, Atu ezers, Ota 
ezers, Vota ezers or lake Biešons, Bešona 
ezers, Bešons, Bēšons Biešona ezers, Biešuons,   
Karašu ezers) 
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Problems

Lake Ots 2
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Solution B

1. Standardization of Natural Feature names

2. Official names data dissemination

3. Toponymic education
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Benefits of Natural Feature Names 
Standardization in Latvia

• Development of the place names system in 
Latvia, decreasing of false, incorrectly used and 
written place names

• The improved quality of Geographical Names 
Database should resulted in growth of properly  
used toponyms in a public space 

•Consistent use of accurate place names

•Official parallel naming  conducts to save place 
names as a national heritage and also ensure 
better identification of objects 
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Brochure “Regulations Regarding 
Geographical Names Information”

• In 2016 brochure about “Regulations 
Regarding Geographical Names Information” 
was prepared by the Laboratory of Toponymy

• The brochure:

� summarizes the main issues of the 
Regulations 

�deals with the norms of the Regulations in a 
popular way

�is addressed to the wide public
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Brochure “Regulations Regarding 
Geographical Names Information”
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Althought a lot is already done, our way 
toward the consistent use of accurate place 

names is in the begining still 

Dace Kavace

dace.kavace@lgia.gov.lv


