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Toponymy problem

National and official languages

Many forms (original, local, traditional...)
Different alphabets

Lack of national standards

Lack of geographic reference

Limited access to official toponymy data
Inconsistent / wrong use of place names
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Goal

o To provide all users with geographically referenced

official and variant place names.

o To provide additional linguistic information (gender,
number, pronunciation...)

o To provide additional geographic information
(feature type, administrative status...)
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EuroGeoNames (EGN)

http://www.eurogeodraphics.org/eurogeonames

o Started on 1st September 2006

o Successfully completed the eContentplus funded
phase at the end of February 2009

o Implemented interoperable internet service that
links to and provides access to the official,
multilingual geographical names data held at
the national level across Europe.
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Partnership

o Was coordinated by the Federal Agency for
Cartography and Geodesy (BKG).

o Partners from the public (3 NMCAS from Austria,
Slovenia and Germany), academic (Utrecht
University, Edina National Data Centre) and the
private sectors

o Reference group — 15 NMCAS, including
Lithuania

Full ‘value chain’:

data providers > technology partners > value added
service applications.
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Value for the users

(Geographic) search using all
official European
languages, including
minority languages

o Value added service
providers - access through a
Web GIS application

o Public users — online access
via Reference Application

Request : Save the request

<?xml wersion="1.0" encoding="UTF- ﬂ
8" ?x<wis:GetFeature
xmlns:wfs="http://www.opengis.net/wis"
xmlnsz:gnl="http://www.opengiz.net/gml"”
xmlns:ogc="http://www.opengis.net/ogc"

xmlns:egn="http://www.eurogeonames.eu/egn" =l
Response : Save the response
<?xml wersion="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"7?> ﬂ

<wis:FeatureCollection numberOfFeatures="10"
xmlns:egn="http://www.eurogeonames.cu/egn”
xmlns:gml="http://www.opengis.net/qml"
xmlns:wfs="http://www.opengis.net/wis"
xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema—
instance” xmlns:xlink="http://www.w3.org
£1999/x1ink"
xsi:schemaLocation="http://www.eurogeonames.eu/egn
http://141.74.34.45:8080/egn-central-service
/services?SERVICE=WFS&amp; VERSION=1.1.0s&
amp; REQUEST=DescribeFeatureTypes

amp; TYPENAME=egn: LocationInstanceNames

amp; NAMESPACE=xmlns (egn=http:

/ /www . eurogecnames.eu/egn) _J:J
1| | »

WEFS request and response



Coverage

EuroGeolames
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Lithuanian contribution

o >30000 Lithuanian official place names with
geographic reference

Lithuanian exonyms

Toponymy metadata

Available Web service

Reviewing, consulting, translations
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Result Map Query Help & Info

Welcome to the EuroGeoNames Reference Application

This application illustrates the capabilities and the benefits of the EuroGeoNames Web Service. The Reference
#pplication finds and locates names on the map that represent all kinds of geographical objects. The service provides
you with the official spelling, the spelling in other languages and information about pronunciation, gender etc. Read
more about the service, the project and the partners on the project website

http: / fwww.eurogeonames. com
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Enter search term :

I__ Search

P Advanced Options

P Qutput Options

Geodan

ResetSearch options
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Geolaskar
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© 2008/2009 Ew . Design and GeoTask AG. View our Terms of Service. For technical assistance, piease contact our support team.
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Search opt

Enter search term :
|Sakiai

¥ Advanced Options

Advanced Search Criteria

Search type | exact -l
anguzse Latvian =

&/ To select multiple items, hold the control

Limb
sl button down while selecting
Lower Sorbian LI

Ireland

Country

& To select multiple items, hald the control
button down while selecting

Liechtenstein
:Lithuania

¥ E Countries, administrative areas and other
Thematic Search areas

Feature Classification " H Populated places
I KA Non-residential structures and buildings
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*
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2 Transport and telecommunication features

W [ Terrain features
[ Hydrographic features
I [ conservation areas
|| miscellaneous
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Spatial Search
by spatial object UID

by bounding box




Search re
Search  Result m Query Help & Info
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| Country: il Lithuania [1t)
Kazim;’ Feature type: H Populated places
’ Temporal extent: 2009-01-25T 00,0000
_ Viksvigkso. "*f "E‘ Latitude: 54, 9570518863
I ?JMHMWH’% Longitude: 238924271883
Kalvanja i N]&hll A Ldministratar: Gls-Centras
' M.FW r o *'Wl;i; Last update date: 2009-01-28T00:00:00
B N o | Status: standardized_exonym
WIS [English]
£ l"“' ] Language: Lithuanian
b ' Language |s0639; lit

Hrodna 4 Lida™ |



Exonym

Berlin =

Alternative Names :
Feature type :
Country :

Status :

Language :

Berlin &
Feature type :
Country :
Status :
Language :

Berlin =
Alternative Names :
Feature type :
Country :

Status :

Language :

HE N

The minimum properties of a

language. The information de|| Custodian :
number of result lists and disf
Central Service Interface. Ple:| Relationship :

Bzphivo ; Berlin ; Verolino ; Berlijn ; Berlin ; Berliin ; Berline ; Berlynas ; Berlin ; Berliini ; Berlin

Populated places

Germany
Feature Information

Veroline

H Populated places
2009-08-11T12:28:01

Country :
Feature type :

Temporal extent :

Position : 52.526652826274855
13.433014200311236

Administrator : Bundesamt fir Kartographie und
Geodisie (BKG)

Last update date : 2009-09-21T12:28:10

Status : other(English)

Language Isob39 : are

Alternative geographic  Bephivo:EU.3949 - Berin;ELL57 -

identifier : Berijn;EU.276 - Bedin;EU.321 -
Beriin;EU.317 - Berine;EU.2568 - ¥
Berlynas;EL.2531 - Bedin;EU.3201 -
Beriini;EU.102 - Berin;EU.113 - E;
Berin;DE.EKGDLZ000000EE

Data Source : Ovopata Xwpyv kai MpwTevouswy |

Geographic identifier :  Verolino;EU.56 \

EuroGeoNames variant names
database

> BoundingBox
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EGN and INSPIRE

EGN is a major contribution to opening up public
sector information within a wider European spatial
(geographic) information infrastructure,

o Obeys INSPIRE implementation rules.



\l EuroRegionalMap

;“( pan European map database at medium scale

o Multi-functional topographic reference dataset
o Scale 1:250 000.
| o Seamless and harmonized data
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ERM - cooperation

Produced in cooperation
by National Mapping and  mcewcumee | 0
Cadastral Agencies

Uses official national
databases

32 countries:

« 26 EU countries m
4 EFTA countries LS -

* Moldova, Croatia
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ERM - place names

All feature names are stored in attribute tables
Attribute fields:
* NAMA1 names (with national diacritics )

Source:
National database

Haiden Locatior: | 24,334159 55,746560 Deci =

G D 825 O LT Field | walue
QBIECTID &4
Shape Polvgon
1 ; 2 5 O O O O FCsubkype EBuilt-up Area
) agfid <null=
F_CODE ALOZO
ICC LT
null =
MAMMNL Panevesdy:
MAMNZ MA
MAl | Panewezys
AAAAA
MLM1 LIT
MLMZ N_A
PPL 119749
PP1 <null =
PPz <null=

oy
xﬁ\eﬂ"':ﬁ ’gildentiﬁed 1 Feature |




[
_

ERM — place names (1)

Administrative boundaries
* PolbndA (areas)

* rivers (lines)
* rivers (areas)
* lakes, ponds

* railway stations

« ferry stations

* international border crossing points
« airfields (points)

- airfields (polygons)

* roads

« ferry lines

624

13112
19
1416

237
5

23
23

4
4070
3



ERM - place nhames (2)

Populated places

* cities, towns (areas) 95

* settlements (points) 3629
Miscellaneous (points of interest)

« power stations 18

e caves 3

* mines 62

* buildings 822

(castles 6, hospitals 49, museums 8, police stations 49,
churches 670, lighthouses 9, historic windmills 21)
Vegetation

» forests 772

Names

 geographic (physical) regions 17






Remaining problems

EGN does not encompass all European countries
EGN will not contribute to standardisation of exonym

use at national level

ES valstybés narés I I
Prancizija

ES naré nuo: jkarimao

Politiné santvarka: respublika

Sostiné: Pangzius

Bendras plotas: 550 000 km?®

Gyventojy sk.: 63,7 min.

n I00km

EGN service is commercial

Other databases have their own structure and are not
easily fed from EGN
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JParis g

FRANCE =
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Someday ...
Free public wc

=== On Google = _. Aizumuﬂe% Jui%.gl:_\. f"’i"l
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Reall

|veskite tekstg arba tinklalapio URL, arba jkelkite dokumenta.

Vertimas: listuviy » angly

ag buvau Sa]ciuc:se| I was Sakiai

paiezka
|veskite tekstg arba tinklalapio URL, arba jkelkite dokuments. Vertimas: lietuviy » angly
Utena yra Lietuvoje UT is in Lithuania

paieika

Versti teksta, tinklalapj arba dokumenta
|veskite tekstg arba tinklalapio URL, arba [kelkite dokumenta.

a% buvau Sakiuocse, o jis buvote Klaipédoje

Vertimas: lietuviy » angly

I was Wielkopolski, and you'wve been in Elaipeda






