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THE NAME OF LITHUANIA — ONE THOUSAND YEARS



THE BEGINNING OF THE STORY

The name of Lithuania was first written in the Annals
of Quedlinburgh in 1009:

,Sanctus Bruno, qui cognominantur Bonifacius,
archiepiscopus et monachus, XI suae conversionis anno in
confinio Rusciae et Lituae a paganis capite plexus, cum
suis XVIII, VII. Id. Martii petiit coelos.”

Die Annales Quedlinburgenses // Monumenta Germaniae Historica,
Scriptores Rerum Germanicarum In Usum Scholarum Separatim Editi,
vol. 72, Hanover, 2004.



ANNALS OF QUEDLINBURG (1009)
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THREE FORMS OF THE NAME LIETUVA

The Lithuanian form liet-

Lettowen (ger.), Lethovia, Lettovia, Lettavia (lat.), Leedu,
Leedumaa (est.)

The Slavonic form lit-

J/lumvea, /lumea (rus.), Litauen (ger.), Lituania (lat.),
Litwa (pol.)

The Latvian form leit-
leitis, leisi (pl) ‘people’, but Lietava ‘land’.
All forms originated from *Létuva - Lietuva



THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME LIETUVA — ROMANTIC STORIES

Lithuanians originated from the Romans:

Lietuva & L’ltalia or littus (lat.) ‘shore’ or lituus (lat.)

‘horn’
Jan Dtugosz, Maciej Stryjkowski

Lithuania originated form Celtic words:

Lietuva & Letha (cel.) ‘the west of Gallia’ or *Litavia (cel.)
‘the country on the shore’

Anekcen WaxmaTtos

Lithuania originated from the Lithuanian word lietus
‘rain’



THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME LIETUVA — SCIENTIFIC HYPOTHESES

There are two hypotheses:

by Kazimieras Kuzavinis (1964) — hydronimic theory of
the origin: Lietuva < Lietauka (the name of a small
river)

by Simas Karaliunas (1994) — “military” theory of the
origin: Lietuva & leita, lietuva, numea ‘convoy, the
group of armed people’



THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME LIETUVA BY KAZIMIERAS KUZAVINIS

Lietuva & Lietduka € *Leita — there is a small river (about 11
km long) near Kernavée (about 30 km) flowing into Neris.
Arguments:

a reference to a live language;

cities were named according to the names of small rivers — Vilnius is
situated on the rivers Vilnia (small) and Neris (big); Anyksciai is
situated on the rivers Anyksta (small) and Sventoji (big);

analogical names of lands: Karsuva, Suduva, Nadruva;

analogical names of rivers: Dauguva, Deguva, Gryzuva, Guobuva,
Lankuva, Maizuva, Placiuva, Leluva etc;

other Baltic lands have hydronimic names: Prusa, Séla, Jotva.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME LIETUVA BY SIMAS KARALIUNAS

Ge-leite (germ.) — ‘convoy, armed escort’, leide
(from laita) (Plattdeutsch) ‘escort’, lid (old
Friesian) ‘squad, escort’, senoveés islandy lith (old
Icelandic) ‘escort, soldiers’, etc.



VASMER’S ETYMOLOGICAL DICTIONARY

WORD: JlutBa

GENERAL: gp.-pycck. numsea, cobup., "nutoBubl” ([oB. BpeM. NeT), npunar. iumosckul, YKp.
Jlumea, 6np. Jlimea, nonbck. Litwa, litwin, litewski.

ORIGIN: 3anmcTts. 13 nur. Lietuva "Jlutea", cp. nTw. Lietava -- To xe, leitis "nutose”, leitene
"nutoBka", LeiSmale "nutoBckasa rpaHuua” (M.--3. 2, 446, 447, 506); cm. Mi. EW 171; panee
ctofa e OTHocAT nart. Iitus "beper (mops)"; cm. Banbge--Ff'opm. 1, 815. ComHuUTENBHA CBA3b C
npn. Letha "Aremorica, Latium" (Ctokc 248 n cn.; cm. Banbge--f'opm., 1, 815). AbcontoTHO
oWMBOYHO NpennorioXkeHne o KenbT. nponcxoxaeHnn nut. Lietuva mns *Litavia "npmnbpexHas
ctpaHa", Bonpeku LlaxmartoBy (AfsIPh 33, 81 n cn.). Otcioga nponsBoaHble: 1UumaeuH, guarn.
"nutoBeL" (3an.); HApPOAH. /IIOMB8UH -- To Xe, cnyuk. (Manesud 180), OT /IKOMbIU; TUMOBKa
"pycckas bonbLlas koca ¢ ASIMHHOW PYKOSATKOW", C.-B.-p. (Janb), koneimck. (boropas). O
pacnpocTpaHeHn Ha 3anaje Ha3BaHUs HOB.-B.-H., CP.-HX.-HeM. Lettowen "Jlutea" cm.
Kunapckun, Neuphil. Mitteil., 1949, ctp. 198 u cn.

TRUBACHEYV: [[unoTesy o npoucxoxaeHuu Lietuva -- ot HasBaHus pekn *Leita : lieti "nutb" --
cMm. Otpembekminn, BNF, 9, 1958, ctp. 116 u cn.; ero xe, Gramatyka jezyka litewskiego, |,
Bapwasa, 1958, ctp. 3ucn. -- T.]
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