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15th–17th March 2023, Warsaw, Poland
• 24 experts (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland + Czechia, Slovakia)
• 17 reports 

22nd Meeting of the Baltic Division
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Important decisions:
• support the “Joint statement by UNGEGN experts from Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania and Poland in response to the aggression against Ukraine”
• cease all official contacts with representatives of Russia and Belarus 

within the Baltic Division and UNGEGN
• decide that English remains the only working language of the Baltic 

Division
• cancel all works related to the “Rules of the Baltic Division of the 

United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names”
• confirm the rotation scheme for: electing the chair & the vice-chair, 

selecting a hosting country of a subsequent meeting

22nd Meeting of the Baltic Division
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22nd Meeting of the Baltic Division

https://arhiiv.eki.ee/knn/ungegn/
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1-5 May 2023, UNHQ, New York, USA
• 244 participants (54 countries + organizations & institutions)
• 146 reports, papers

& others

3rd Session of UNGEGN
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Representatives of the Baltic Division

3rd Session of UNGEGN
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National Dialogue
• five groups of presentations
on five topics

3rd Session of UNGEGN
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Special presentations
Panel discussions

3rd Session of UNGEGN
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3 recommendations & 22 decisions

Officers of UNGEGN 2023-2027
Chair:

Pierre Jaillard (France)
Vice-Chairs:

Susan Birtles (Australia)
Sungjae Choo (Republic of Korea)

Rapporteurs:
Wendy Shaw (New Zealand)
Ana Cristina da Rocha Berenger Resende (Brazil)

3rd Session of UNGEGN
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Working Groups:
1. Geographical Names Data Management
2. Toponymic Terminology
3. Romanization Systems
4. Funding and Training Courses in Toponymy
5. Exonyms
6. Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage

Coordinators:
A. Evaluation, Implementation and Publicity
B. Country Names
C. Task Team for Africa
D. Toponymic Guidelines for Map and Other Editors for International Use

3rd Session of UNGEGN
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3rd Session of UNGEGN

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/sessions/3rd_session_2023/
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14-15 May 2024, Prague, Czechia
• 25 participants (14 countries)
• 12 presentations

26th meeting of the Working Group on Exonyms
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Proposal of a decision on the use and safeguarding of exonyms

26th meeting of the Working Group on Exonyms
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• 3rd: 30 March 2023
• 4th: 14 November 2023
• 5th: 12 Aprl 2024

• 6th (planned): 
15 November 2024

Meetings of UNGEGN Bureau and Division Chairs
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• No. 65 (August 2023): Strengthening relationships, links and connections in 
geographical names standardization and for sustainable development and 
pandemic recovery

• No. 66 (December 2023): Geographical names supporting the international 
decade of indigenous languages

• No. 67 (June 2024): Good Practices Emerging From Relations Between National 
Mapping/Geospatial Data Management Agencies And Geographical Names 
Authorities

• No. 68 (planned): November 2024
– theme: The role of geographical names in preserving cultural heritage
– deadline for submission of articles: 18 October 2024 

UNGEGN Information Bulletin
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28 April – 2 May 2025, UNHQ, New York, USA
• Note Verbale to all Permanent Missions to the United Nations in New 

York with official announcement of the 2025/forth session:
appr. October / November 2024

• letter from the director of the United Nations Statistics Division with 
basic information and deadlines:
appr. October / November 2024

• deadline for submitting summaries of reports:
appr. mid / end of January 2025 

• deadline for submitting full reports:
appr. mid of March 2025

• registration by appropriate Permanent Mission to the United Nations 
in New York in the e-deleGATE portal:
appr. start at the end of February 2025 

4th Session of UNGEGN
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Themes should be consistent with the theme of the 2025 ECOSOC Session:
„Advancing sustainable, inclusive, science- and evidence-based solutions for 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable 
Development Goals for leaving no one behind”

Themes proposed by the Core Bureau of UNGEGN:
• Advancing scientific, technical, social and cultural focus/solutions in 

geographical names standardization supporting sustainable development
• Advancing geographical names standardization through sustainable, 

inclusive, science and evidence-based solutions to support sustainable 
development

Divisions are asked to indicate their preferred theme. 
Divisions also have the opportunity to propose their own theme that will be 

consistent with the theme of the 2025 ECOSOC Session

Theme for the 4th Session of UNGEGN
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• chair and one vice-chair
• rotational basis scheme
• period of four years (two periods between UNGEGN sessions)
• state vice-chairing in a given term will be chairing in the next term

Period 2021-2025:
• chair Maciej Zych (Poland) 
• vice-chair Rita Viliuvienė replaced by Saulius Urbanas (Lithuania)

Period 2025-2029:
• chair Lithuania 
• vice-chair Estonia

Chairing of the Baltic Division
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• meeting every year or two
• rotation scheme of the host 

country of the meeting:
· Lithuania 2018
· Latvia 2019
· Estonia 2021
· Poland 2023
· Lithuania 2024

• additional meetings during 
UNGEGN sessions

• participation of observers from 
non-member countries

Meetings of the Baltic Division
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Baltic Division of UNGEGN

Maciej Zych

Chair of the Baltic Division of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

Thank you
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