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Place Names Register
• First established in 1998 as cartographical 

register
Confirmed as a Place Names Register in 2004 
(edited in 2008)
Since 2008 the authorized processor for the 
register is Estonian Land Board 
• Purpose - collect and register Estonian 

geographical place names in order to preserve 
them as national heritage as well as for use in 
different information systems

• Built-in business rules



What is actually in it?
245 administrative and 4673 settlement units (country, counties, 

cities, city districts, rural municipalities, rural municipalities districts, 
towns and small towns, villages and settlements),

864 other territorial units (historical administrative or cultural units, 
national and nature parks,  cultural heritage, project areas, etc), 

4 442 relief and terrain (valleys, mountains, cliffs, plateaus, etc), 

4 859 water bodies (lakes, rivers, streams, waterfalls, bays ets), 

1 488 islands, 

1 646 land covers (parks, beaches, moors, city forests), 

155 land use, 

25 325 transport (roads, railroads) – more than 16 000 are street
names



Data quantity

In total:
43 699 Name objects
46 859 Place names
2 007 Name object added in 2014
2 122 Place names added in 2014



Data Collection
• Adding place names from the Estonian Basic 

map
• In 2014 over 1200 place names were added
• Mainly watercourse objects (rivers, creeks etc.)

• New place names are established by Local 
governments.

• A considerable amount of names come from the 
Environmental Register

• Once the decision has been made, the 
specialists form Address Data Department 
(Estonian Land Board) enters them in Place 
Names Register



Data Improvement
• Legalizing unofficial place names
• Expert opinions
• Getting schemes to place names, that are 

established without schemes (mainly 
street-names). 



Plans
• Connections to different registers

• MUINAS - State Register of Cultural Monuments 
(names of places of cultural heritage) 

• ÜTRIS – public transport information system 
(names of public transport stops)

• ETAK - Estonian Topographic Database (shapes 
of name objects)

• Adding names of cadastral parcels.



Adding cadastral parcels
• Approximately 109 300 new name objects
• Requirements:

• (3) A land unit is not subject to the naming 
obligation, if:
1) it is addressed according to the address 
unit;
2) it is formed for servicing a technical 
object;
3) no objects which require addressing are 
located there;
4) it does not form independently used 
immovable property.



Demonstration of applications
• Place names register and map service:

• http://xgis.maaamet.ee/knravalik/
• http://xgis.maaamet.ee/xGIS/XGis?app_id=ADS4

&user_id=at

• Aadress data system integrable address
search (In-ADS)
• http://inaadress.maaamet.ee/inaadress/kaart.html



The Search Form in Place 
Names Register



Open Data



On the map



Background maps



More information
• Estonian Land Board: http://www.maaamet.ee/
• Spatial Data Act
• Government of the Republic Regulation No. 251 of 20 

December 2007 “Address Data System”
• National Place Names Register in English: 

http://xgis.maaamet.ee/knravalik/knr?LANG=EN
• Estonian Land Board Geoportal: 

http://geoportaal.maaamet.ee/eng/
• Public Service of the Address Data System: 

http://xgis.maaamet.ee/adsavalik/ads
• Address Data Handbook (only in Estonian) 

http://ads.maaamet.ee/
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