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Legal basis for minorities in
Poland

Act of 6th January 2005 on national and ethnic
minorities and on the regional languages.

The act mentions:

* 9 national minorities: Belorussian, Czech,
Lithuanian, German, Armenian, Russian, Slovak,
Ukrainian, and Jewish

* 4 ethnic minorities: Karait, Lemko, Roma, and
Tartar

* 1 regional language — the Kashubian language



Minority place-names in Poland

779 Kashubian names 3 (Ii:‘tr;ucaonr:fnr:tl;l:en)les

(in 22 communes)

27 Belarusian names
(in 1 commune)

(‘ 359 German names
.~ (in 31 communes)

9 Lemko names

(in 2 communes)&



Minority place-names in the National
Register of Geographical Names

Surveyor General of Poland maintain the database of the
National Register of Geographical Names.

The Register contains, among others, officially adopted
names in minority languages:

* For the names originally written in non-Romas scripts,
both, original non-Roman form and the Romanized forms
should be provide.

 These Romanized forms should be provided according
to the transliteration rules adopted by the Commission
on Standardization of Geographical Names outside the
Republic of Poland

* Minority names in Belarusian and Lemko are written in
non-Roman script (Cyrillic)



Ruthenians (Rusyns) in Europe

Poland (Census 2011)
temkowie: 10 531

e

Slovakia (Census

Rusini: 33 .

Hungary (Census 2011) Romania (Census 20
Ruszinok: 3882  Ruteni: 292

kkraine (Census 2001): 32 386
pycuHu: 10 183
ryuynu: 21 400
nemku: 672

Bonku: 131

Serbia

Census 2011)
~PycuH

: 14 246




Ruthenian names of localities

Slovakia
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Lemkos In Poland

Census 2011:

10 531 Lemko
declarations, In

which 9640

members of Lemko >

minority (persons
with Polish .

citizenship) q.":’
-



Lemko language

Lemko language — an ethnolect of the Lemko ethnic
community

* belongs to the East Slavic languages
* used to be classified as dialect of Ukrainian

* today classify as regional variants of Rusyn
(Ruthenian) language

« 1871 — the first manifesto of separateness of the
Lemko language from other Ruthenian languages

* 1911 — publication of magazines and books in Lemko
has started

* interwar period — Lemko was taught in schools
o after 1989 — intensifity of codification processes



Lemko alphabet

The Lemko alphabet consists of 34 letters:

Aa B6 Be I'r ' 1 Ee €e XXk 33 li n blbl Uit Kk JTn
Mm HH Oo INn Pp Cc T1 Yy & Xx Ly Yy W W
lOto A9 bb bb

 l|ack of letters € and 1, which are present in the Rusyn
alphabet of Slovakia

« the Rusyn alphabet used in Vojvodina: lack of letters
l, bl, and b occurring in the Lemko alphabet, but the
letter 1 is used



Polish phonetic transcription of

Aa a bl 0 y
B6 b 128" i
Be w Kk k
i h Jn [ L
I'r g MM m
on d Hu n
Ee e Oo 0
€e jel, €2, ie? ITn p
Kox z Pp r
33 z Ce s
Ii it 3 TE t
Nu y Vy u

! at the beginning of words, after vowel letters, and after s and b
2 aftern

3 after other consonantal letters

4 at the beginning of words, and after all the letters except s

> afters

¢ before €, 11, 10, and » and in gemination w1

7 in other cases

$ omitted after 1 and before: a, y, €, 1, and 1o

? before o (omitted when it occurs after 1 even it is before 0)

the Lemko alphabet

Xx
M
Yy
I m
T m
O
Aa
bs
br

ch

cz

SZ

SZCZ

s B
jul, v?, iu
ja!, a?, ia3
"8 :9 -10
11

1% in other cases is rendered as sign of palatalization: in combinations is rendered as: 36 = Z, Hp =11, Cb = §,

b = ¢; in other cases as “ placed after a letter, for example b =1t", 1p = d’

1 The hard sign in the transcription, until recently, was marked by an apostrophe and an iotation in the
subsequent phone (for example 3pi3x1— z’jizd, b€ — b’je, 00beaHAHA — O0b’jednania) or an iotation only;
currently, in transcribed notation is omitted and its existence is pointed out only by an iotation of the
subsequent phone (for example 3pi3a— zjizd, 6b€ — bje, 06beaHAHS — Objednania)

10



Aa
b o
BB
T
L3

JI
Ee
€e
XK ox
33

I1

Nn

Transliteration of the Lemko
alphabet

< PN NGro Qe 5t < o

bl w1
1 it
K k
JIn
MM
Hnu
Oo
ITno

Cc
T

fEtuwmrmoBRE "R

i
X X
11 1x
YUy
T m
T 1ix
IO o
Asa
br
b

<

W e O O

i Uy 4 B
0 o
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Thank you



