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Legal basis for minorities in 
Poland

Act of 6th January 2005 on national and ethnic 
minorities and on the regional languages.

The act mentions:

• 9 national minorities: Belorussian, Czech, 
Lithuanian, German, Armenian, Russian, Slovak, 
Ukrainian, and Jewish

• 4 ethnic minorities: Karait, Lemko, Roma, and 
Tartar

• 1 regional language – the Kashubian language
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Minority place-names in Poland
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Minority place-names in the National 
Register of Geographical Names
Surveyor General of Poland maintain the database of the 
National Register of Geographical Names.

The Register contains, among others, officially adopted 

names in minority languages:

• For the names originally written in non-Romas scripts, 

both, original non-Roman form and the Romanized forms 

should be provide. 

• These Romanized forms should be provided according 

to the transliteration rules adopted by the Commission 

on Standardization of Geographical Names outside the 

Republic of Poland

• Minority names in Belarusian and Lemko are written in 

non-Roman script (Cyrillic)
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Ruthenians (Rusyns) in Europe
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Ruthenian names of localities

Poland

Slovakia

Serbia
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Lemkos in Poland

Census 2011:

10 531 Lemko 

declarations, in 

which 9640 

members of Lemko 

minority (persons 

with Polish 

citizenship) 
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Lemko language

Lemko language – an ethnolect of the Lemko ethnic 
community

• belongs to the East Slavic languages

• used to be classified as dialect of Ukrainian

• today classify as regional variants of Rusyn 
(Ruthenian) language 

• 1871 – the first manifesto of separateness of the 
Lemko language from other Ruthenian languages 

• 1911 – publication of magazines and books in Lemko 
has started

• interwar period – Lemko was taught in schools 

• after 1989 – intensifity of codification processes 
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Lemko alphabet

The Lemko alphabet consists of 34 letters:

Аа Бб Вв Гг Ґґ Дд Ее Єє Жж Зз Іі Ии Ыы Йй Кк Лл 
Мм Нн Оо Пп Рр Сс Тт Уу Фф Хх Цц Чч Шш Щщ 
Юю Яя Ьь Ъъ

• lack of letters ё and ї, which are present in the Rusyn 
alphabet of Slovakia 

• the Rusyn alphabet used in Vojvodina: lack of letters 
і, ы, and ъ occurring in the Lemko alphabet, but the 
letter ї is used 
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Polish phonetic transcription of 
the Lemko alphabet
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Transliteration of the Lemko 
alphabet
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