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Brief History

1998 -

the project of 

Geographical Names Database was 

launched by the State Land Service, 

on initiative of the 

Laboratory of Toponymy

15 – 17 March 2023
The Place Names Database

of Latvia
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In 2014-2015, Place names data for geographical features (except houses and

homesteads) was imported in the Place Names Database from the Topographic Map 1:10 

000



Description of the 
Database

A brief description of the Database in English is available on the Services 

website of the Latvian Geospatial Information Agency (LGIA):

https://www.lgia.gov.lv/en/place-names-database-0
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The legal basis

Geospatial Information Law

– Accepted on December 17, 2009

– Provides that the Place Names Database is maintained by the Latvian 

Geospatial Information Agency

The State Language Law

– Accepted on December 9, 1999

– Determines the Latvian language protection and use by state, 

municipal and other institutions

Regulations on Toponymic Information

– Accepted on January 10, 2012

– Prescribes the procedures for maintanance of the Place Names 

Database of Latvia
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Database objectives
and tasks

Toponymic
data storage, 

processing and 
updating
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Providing 
toponymic data for 
cartography and 
geospatial data
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Providing 
toponymic data for 
geographical names 
standardization 
(especially - for
natural feature
names)

Database objectives and 
tasks
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Providing toponymic data for 

different other needs (territorial

planning, other information

systems, needs of state institutions

and local governments, education, 

science etc.)

Database objectives
and tasks
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Providing data 

and data 

compilation for 

geographical 

names 

dictionaries
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The main sources of 
the data

• Information from local 

governments and other place 

names authorities;

• Toponymic field-work;

• Maps (contemporary and 

historical), other cartographic 

materials;

• Legislative acts;

• Geographical names 

dictionaries;
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• State information systems (e.g. 
National Address Register, 
Cadastre Information System etc.)

• Literature (geographical, onomastic 
etc.) and different other 
publications

• Unpublished scientific and local 
study works, card files

• Internet sources (eg., Periodika.lv; 
«Balticmaps» etc.)

The main sources of 
the data
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Coverage of the 
data
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Latvia, border areas of Lithuania, Estonia, Belarus and Russia.



Data entry example
Skujene (village)
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Example 
Skujene – map view
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Contents of the
database

184 000 names for 132 000 features (data as of 

1st of January, 2023)



Geometries

For example – line of a 

watercourse



Public version

• Public (short) version of the Database: 

https://vietvardi.lgia.gov.lv/vv/to_www.sakt

• More than 140 000 names of 111 000 features in territory of

Latvia

• Language of the interface - only Latvian (for now).

15 – 17 March 2023
The Place Names Database

of Latvia

https://vietvardi.lgia.gov.lv/vv/to_www.sakt


Public version
Data entry example
Skujene (village)

15 – 17 March 2023 Geographical Names Database of Latvia



Further
Development

• Increasing quality and amount of geometries (to serve better for

needs of the maps scale 1:10 000);

• Increasing quality and uniformity of database entries (to serve 

better for  needs of cartography and other data users); 

• Improvement of the new Place Name Database application;

• Creating a new Public version of the Place Names Database;

• Implementing the INSPIRE data specification requirements for 

geographical names data;

• Ensuring regularity and frequency of  Place Names Open Data 

updating.
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