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Brief History
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1998-
the project of
Geographical Names Databasas
launchedoy theState Land Service,
on initiative of the
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In 20142015, Place names ddta geographical featurédexcepthousesand
homesteadsvasimported inthe PlaceNamesDatabasdrom the TopographidMap 110
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Place names database

The place names database maintains information on place names (geographical names or
toponyms) and the corresponding geographical objects - both natural and man-made.

The working version of the place names database contains 170 thousand names, which refer
to 127 thousand geographical objects (data as of March 1, 2019). The information covers the
entire territory of Latvia, as well as the border area of neighboring countries.

Information on the place name and the corresponding geographical object:

 basic information: basic name; other names of this object, if any (both official and
unofficial); the type of geographical object (village, river, forest, etc.) and its condition
(existing, non-existent, etc.); administrative territorial affiliation (parish, city, county);
location (coordinates and possibility to view on the map);

« additional information: news sources (maps, literature, narrators, etc.) and quotes
from them; more detailed description, t. sk. legends, stories, etc.

Public version of the place name database (8th edition) includes data only on the territory
of the Republic of Latvia. It offers users free of charge: basic information together with a
reduced amount of additional information about the place name and the corresponding
geographical feature, data search and selection by various features - location, feature type,

A brief description of th®atabasén Englishis availableon theServices
websiteof the Latvian Geospatial Information Agen&yGlA ):

https://www.lgia.gov.lv/en/placaamesdatabas&
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The legal basis

Latvian Geospatial
Information Agency

Geospatial Information Law
I Accepted on December 17, 2009

I Providesthatthe PlaceNames Databass maintained byhe Latvian
Geospatial Information Agency

The State Language Law
I Accepted on December 9, 1999

I Determineghe Latvian language protection and byestate,
municipal and other institutions

Regulations on Toponymic Information
I Accepted on January 10, 2012

I Prescribstheprocedures for maintanance of the Place Names
Database of Latvia
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Database objectives
zezzeand tasks

Toponymic
data storage,
processmg and
updating
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Database objectives
] and tasks

Providing
toponymicdata for
cartography and
geospatial data
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