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Bulgarian

The United Nations recommended romanization system was approved in 1977 (resolution I1I/10),
based on the system produced by the Council of Orthography and Transcription of Geographical
Names, Sofia (1972). The table was published as an annex to the resolution'. The 1977 resolution
adopted one of the two systems approved by the UN conference in 1972 (I1I/5).

The system is used in Bulgaria and increasingly in international cartographic products. In
Bulgaria there are also some other systems in use, e.g. the Bulgarian Council of Ministers had
promulgated on 2 April, 1999 in the Government Gazette the decree No. 61 on personal identity
documents with an annex on the romanization of names. It has been stated by the Council of
Orthography and Transcription of Geographical Names that at the moment there are no plans to
submit any new system for the rendering of geographical names and thus replace the approved
United Nations system.

Bulgarian uses the Cyrillic script which is alphabetic. The romanization table is unambiguous
and can be applied automatically. The system is on the whole reversible, although one should
know the spelling rules. For example, the romanized j will correspond to & if used after a
consonant, in other cases it represents the Cyrillic #7. As exception, when j is followed by a or u,
the combinations ja and ju should be converted to the Cyrillic as s and 0, respectively. These
romanizations could be ambiguous, if there should exist character sequences #ia and #y which
seems highly unlikely.

Romanization
1 Aa a o HMum 1 7 Pp r 25 M §
> BOo b o Wi ] 8 Cc s 26 I mr St
3 BB v n Kk k 9o Tt t 27 bbb &
s+ I'r g 2 JIn 1 20 Yy u 8 bp ]
s An d 3 MM m a0 O f 29 010 ju
¢ Ee e 4 HuH n 2 Xx h 30 g ja
7 Kx z 5 Oo o 3 Ho c
8 33 z 16 IIm p 24 Yu ¢

Note. Cursive forms of some characters might be formed differently: Aa 56 Bs I'2 /][0 Ee Ko
33 Hu Ui Kk JIn Mm Hu Oo ITn Pp Cc Tm ¥y @¢p Xx Ly Yu Ll I{w By bo FOw0 Aa.

Y Third United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names. Athens, 17 August - 7
September 1977. Vol. I, Report of the Conference, p. 28
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Other systems of romanization

The system adopted by the Bulgarian Council of Ministers in April 1999 for the conversion of
names in passports, provides for the romanization, as a single block, of the following characters
differently from the UN system (the Cyrillic character is followed in parentheses by the
romanization according to the UN system):

X (Z) zh 11 (c) c 17 (St) sht o(ju) yu
() y g (¢) ch b (d) a s (ja) ya
x (h) h I (8) sh b (j) y

The BGN/PCGN 1952 System provides for the romanization, as a single block, of the following
characters differently from the UN system (the Cyrillic character is followed in parentheses by
the romanization according to the UN system):

X (Z) zh 11 (c) ts 7 (St) sht o(ju) yu
() y g (¢) ch b (d) u s (ja) ya
x (h) kh I (8) sh b (j) ’

There are also notes concerning the romanization of characters abolished after the orthography
reform of 1945.
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