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Bengali

The United Nations recommended system was approved in 1972 (II/11) and amended in 1977
(I1I/12), based on a report prepared by D. N. Sharma. The tables and their corrections were
published in volume II of the conference reports'.

There is no evidence of the use of the system either in Bangladesh, in India or in international
cartographic products. The resolution IV/17 (1982) recommended association, inter alia, with
Bangladesh, in carrying out further studies on the system.

Bengali (Bangla) uses an alphasyllabic script whereby each character represents a syllable rather
than one sound. Vowels and diphthongs are marked in two ways: as independent characters (used
syllable-initially) and in an abbreviated form, to denote vowels after consonants. The
romanization table is unambiguous but the user would have to recognize many ligatures not given
in the original table. The system is mostly reversible but there exist some ambiguities in the
romanization of vowels (independent vs. abbreviated characters) and consonants (ligatures vs.
character sequences).

Romanization
In the romanization system below character variations and the table of ligatures have been added.

I. Independent vowel characters

19 a 3% sC u A CRCUNNS 108 o
29 a 4% 1 6® O 0@ ai 1€ au

I1. Abbreviated vowel characters (¢ stands for any consonant character)

ut 78 r¢ gC* ¢ el o
a® oCe ai 1 ¢T au

1* a sfe g 5
20 a P 6
A Exceptions: @ gu; ¥ ru; ® shu; g hu; 8 ntu; & stu.
5 Exception: % r.
© Exception: T hr.

pe 2@

I11. Other symbols (¢ stands for any consonant character)

v .
o

1* m 2 m 33 h o W

A Pronunciation without a vowel; special form: ¢ t.

! Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names. London, 10-31 May 1972.
Vol. II. Technical papers. United Nations. New York 1974, pp. 139-140; Third United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names. Athens, 17 August - 7 September 1977. Vol. 11, Technical papers, pp. 393
etc.
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IV. Consonant characters

1
29
39
49
5%

A Dotted variants of the characters: © fa; ¥ tha; ¥ ya.

ka ¢® cha
kha 7® chha
ga s© ja
gha o jha
na 10 <8 fia

V. Ligatures

nG
)
139
14D
15 9

ta 169 ta
tha 179 tha
da® 18 da
dha® 194 dha
na 209 na

Adscript forms of some consonants

7
®r-:
&L -1

*J -y:

Example
% rka

g gra

9 tya

Other ligatures (the list is not complete)

E3 3 i3 £ kil
kka  kta kta kna  kma
kil Bl m % q
ksa gga gda gdha gna
= = ¥ T Ty
chchha chchhva chiia  jja jjva
] T B ) G
tta  dda nta ntha nda
» ™ I3 kK1 kil
tva dda ddva ddha ddhva
) ) ki ) Ef
ntha nda nka nta ntra
2 S gl 4l H
pna pta ppa pra pla
=9 X K ki q
mpa mba mbha mbhra mma
5 ] ! 3 ol
shcha shchha shta shna shma
ke = =F K3 &
shiia shpa shpha ska  skra
= 2 R

hma hra  hla

[Q
kra
R
gma
9
jjha
8

tta

%
dna
¥
ntha
F
phra
J
mra
)
shra
g

skha

kla
gra
jha
ttva
dva
nda
bja
mla
shla

sta

21 9
PR

239
24O

259

kva
gla
jva
q
ttha
dbha
ndra
bda
lka
shva

A
sSna

pa ¥ ja* 9 sha
pha 279 ra 309 sha
ba 2% la 31 sa
bha 2% ha
ma

= T = ki

ksha kshna kshma kshva
g kS Ed ™

ghra nka nga chcha
% g % RE
ficha fichha fija  fijha

v ) q ]

tna tma tra tla

il u 7 g

dma dra dla dhra

9 q « 9

ndha nna nma nva

Kl « K) )

bdha bba bra bhra
% T G| )

Ita lda Ima lla

5 ES 3 )

shka shta shtra shtha
il pa K E3

sma sra sva  hna

Other systems of romanization

For differences between the UN system and the ISO transliteration standard ISO 15919: 2001

see the section on the romanization of Hindi.
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