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Punjabi

The United Nations recommended system was approved in 1972 (II/11) and amended in 1977
(I1I/12), based on a report prepared by D. N. Sharma. The tables and their corrections were
published in volume II of the conference reports'.

There is no evidence of the use of the system either in India or in international cartographic
products.

Punjabi (Panjabi) uses an alphasyllabic script (Gurmukhi) whereby each character represents a
syllable rather than one sound. Vowels and diphthongs are marked in two ways: as independent
characters (used syllable-initially) and in an abbreviated form, to denote vowels after consonants.
The romanization table is unambiguous. The system is mostly reversible but there exist some
ambiguities in the romanization of vowels (independent vs. abbreviated characters) and
consonants (combinations with subscript consonants vs. character sequences).

Romanization
18 (W' 63 ka ng cha 162 fta 213 ta 26U pa 319 ya
on at 74 kha® & chha 173 tha 29 tha 7@ pha® 23 ra
g ()8 gJ1 ga® A jab 183 da e da 289 ba 133 la
- B ow gha 1% jha 19v'¥ dha 29 dha 23 bha T va
sd h 108 na 158 fa 20 na 258 na 30H ma 353 Ta

A These characters are used in combination with abbreviated vowel characters: € u, 8, nia,nt
a, vt ai, wtau, fe i, €1, 8 e; exceptional variation: € o.
B Dotted variants of the characters: # sha, ¥ kha, a1 ga, 7 za, @ fa.

Abbreviated vowel characters and other symbols (¢ stands for any consonant character)

1 a sfe i se U 7% ¢ 9% 0 ne mt e ©
201 @ 49t 1 6* U s* al 0% au 2 mb

A Used if it is preceded by short vowels (a, 1, u) and @i, excluding the independent vowel character
Q (u, 0), e.g. a1 samg, fAdT sirg, §<' burhda, ¥< bumd, f&As imjan.

B Used in all other occasions, e.g. 3 jhorhka.

¢ Marks doubling of the following consonant: f&a nikka, &g labhbhna, &3 kutta, foA" hissa,
BH lamma.

! Second United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names. London, 10-31 May 1972.
Vol. II. Technical papers. United Nations. New York 1974, pp. 136-138; Third United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names. Athens, 17 August - 7 September 1977. Vol. 11, Technical papers, pp. 393
etc.

Punjabi Page 1



Subscript consonant characters

1* -h 20 -V 3¢ T 4 -y

< - el

Note. Absence of the inherent vowel (-a) is not marked in the spelling in any way except for the
combinations with subscript characters and those which are doubled by * (adhaka).

Other systems of romanization

For differences between the UN system and the ISO transliteration standard ISO 15919: 2001
see the section on the romanization of Hindi.
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