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Tigrinya

No romanization system for Tigrinya has been approved at the United Nations conferences on
the standardization of geographical names. No information has been received on whether there
exist any national systems of romanization in Eritrea.

Tigrinya, like Ambharic, uses the Ethiopic syllabic script whereby each syllable denotes a
combination of a consonant and a vowel. It has 35 basic characters, each character having several
different forms, usually called orders, according to the vowel with which the basic symbol is
combined.

System of romanization

A BGN/PCGN 1994 Agreement employs the BGN/PCGN 1967 System for Ambharic also in the
romanization of Tigrinya. Note, however, that there is one additional basic character in Tigrinya
(row 10 below), and some combinations with W are romanized differently (see note E).!

Combinations with W¢:
6(A) 7 (LLE) 3) “) ) 6)

2 3 5
1 U U (A 7 7 v 12
ha hu hi ha he h,hi ho
2 A (3 Q. | (8 A (] 4
le lu I la le LL lo Iwa
P2 h de he  h dv ch ch
ha hu hi ha he h,hi ho
4 ao go. 97 09 '3 r L
me mu mi ma meé m, mi mo mwa
S e vy vy, » 7
se su s1 sa SE S,81 SO
6 & 4 6 A lo C c pA
re ru 5l ra ré r,ri 1o rwa
7 A 0 0, q 0 0N N q,
se su S1 sa se S,81 SO swa
s A - A, A (% i v q
she shu shi sha she sh, shi sho shwa
o P & + K ¥ ¢ e + P & % P~
ke kKu k1 KkKa k’e kK, ki ko kwe' k'wi kwa kwe k'wi
wF FOE P F kI & P ¥ z P
ke kKu k1 KkKa k’e k,ki ko kwe' kkwi k'wa k'we k'wi
N (- (. q (. (! n 0.
be bu bi ba bée b,bi bo bwa

! The syllabary for Tigrinya is adapted from Tigrinya Grammar, edited by John Mason, published by The Red Sea
Press, Inc., Lawrenceville, New Jersey, 1996.
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ve vu Vi va Ve V,Vl VO
A The sixth-order characters should be romanized with or without the letter i, depending on
pronunciation.

B For documentation purposes the following consonants may be romanized with diacritical
marks: h (row 3), § (row 5), k’ (row 10, specific to Tigrinya), h (row 14), h (row 19), ts’ (row
32).

¢ The vowel characters in row 17 should be romanized g, u, 7 a, & i, and o initially and '@, ',
'l 'a, ’é i, and ‘o in all other positions.

P According to Tigrinya Grammar (1996) the alphabet has recently been written in a more
consistent way, so that e.g. in the first order the exceptional pronunciation of some vowels (44,
‘a, etc.) has been abolished and the characters are given the same vowel e as for others. This
means that the character A is being replaced by the 4th-order syllable in many words, e.g. the
old spelling A& alo, the preferred new spelling Al alo.

E Romanization equivalents of combinations with W in column 1 are presented according to the
pronunciation indicated in Tigrinya Grammar (1996). They are different from those of the
BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Ambharic.

Tigrinya Page 3



