New Roman-script alphabet for Kazakh

At the UNGEGN Working Group Romanization Systems (WG) held on 20th March 2018, the WG
reported on the current status of the introduction of a Roman-script alphabet for the Kazakh
language.

This proposed alphabet had seen some significant change since the previous meeting of the WG
which had been held in the course of the 11th UN Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names in August 2017. It was recalled that at that meeting the expert from
Kazakhstan, Mr Aimenov, had reported on the planned introduction of the Roman script.

Since the UNCSGN meeting, however, in October 2017, an alternative alphabet had been decreed.
This alphabet had inspired significant negative response with the result that in February 2018 the
proposed alphabet had been changed again.

In the course of the WG meeting, the Convenors agreed to circulate information on the latest
proposed alphabet, and accordingly this follows below. It should be noted, however, that the WG
has agreed that it is too early to implement the newly decreed alphabet. There appear to be a
number of areas of linguistic anomaly in the latest alphabet and the WG has noted the possibility
that the alphabet may again be subject to alteration.

By way of brief summary, the originally proposed alphabet introduced ‘Turkic’ letters, the October
2017 system instead used an apostrophe for modified letters (the Roman-script result therefore
being heavily laden with apostrophes) and the February 2018 alphabet removed the apostrophes,
in most cases replacing them with acute accents, while an undotted /i/ would be used instead of
/i’/ and /sh/ and /ch/ used instead of /s'/ and /c'/ (this latest alphabet is reproduced on page 3)".

! The decree is available here: http://www.akorda.kz/kz/legal acts/decrees/kazak-tili-alipbiin-kirillicadan-
latyn-grafikasyna-koshiru-turaly-kazakstan-respublikasy-prezidentinin-2017-zhylgy-26-kazandagy-569-
zharlygy recording the amendment to decree 569 of 26" October 2017.




Table indicating differences between the Turkic-style alphabet utilised until 2017, that approved by

President Nazarbayev, October 2017, and the amended version of February 2018

Kazakh Latin

Kazakh Kaiakh Latin Kazakh Latin February 2018
‘ormer October 2017
] E) a a’ a
F f g g g
n " i i’ I
" i y i |
H H fi n’ g
2] e 0 o’ o}
y y w y y
Y Y G u’ u
X X X h h
Y y ¢ c ch
LU w S s’ sh
bl bl I y Y

Additionally, the previous version included Roman script forms for the Cyrillic characters wj, (Ss); 3
(e) and U (c). These do not appear in the new tabulation.

A screenshot from the newspaper Argalyg Habary® reporting on the story of the release of the
new alphabet on 21st February, with the amendments reflecting the altered form made
impressively quickly, looks like this:

Elbasy «Qazaq tili alipbiin kinlisadan latyn grafikasyna koshiry tyraly» Qazagstan Respyblikasy
Prezidentinin 2017 jylgy 26 qazandagy N2569 Jarlygyna ozgeris engizdi. Bul tyraly Qamshy.kz
aqparat agenttigi Aqordanyn baspasoz qyzmetine silteme jasap habarlaidy.

«Qazaq tili alipbiin kinlhisadan latyn grafikasyna koshiry tyraly» Qazagstan Respyblikasy
Prezidentinin 2017 jylgy 26 gazandagy N2569 Jarlygyna ozgeris engizy tyraly

QAYLY ETEMIN:

1. «Qazaq tili alipbiin kinlisadan latyn grafikasyna koshiry tyraly» Qazagstan Respyblikasy
Prezidentinin 2017 jylgy 26 qazandagy N2569 Jarlygyna (Qazagstan Respyblikasy PUAJ-y, Ne
50-51-52, 326-qujat) mynadai ozgeris engizilsin:

atalgan Jarlygpen bekitilgen latyn grafikasyna negizdelgen gazaq tili alipbii osy Jarlygga
gosymshaga saikes jana redaksiada jazylsyn.

2. Osy Jarlyg janialangan kuninen bastap goldanysga engiziledi.

Qazagstan Respyblikasynyn

Prezidenti N.Nazarbaev

% http://latyn.gamshy.kz/




The new alphabet of 20" February 2018:

Kasarcran Pecoybankace Mpesnaenvinin 2008 w19 aknanaars Ne 637 Kapasiesivien esvepres Jdarein rpadusacsina verisaearen

Ne KazbLiybl
1 Aa
S Ad
3 Bb
4 Dd
5 Ee
6 Ff
7 Gg
8 Gg
9 Hh
10 Ii
11 I
12 Ji
13 Kk
14 Ll
15 M m
16 Nn

http://latyn.gamshy.kz/article/prezydent-latin-grafykasina-koshw-twrali-zharligqa-ozgeris-engizdi.html

KAZAK TLII 21BN

JbidbIcTATYBI

[a]
[2]
[6]
[a]
[e]
(]
[r]
[¥]
[x], [h]
[i]
[u], [ii]
[]
[x]
[1]
[m]

[u]

Ne
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

HKasbLiybl
N i
Qo
06
Pp
Qq
Rr
Ss
Tt
Uu
U
Vv
Yy
Yy
Zz
Sh sh

Ch ch

JbI0bICTATYLI

[u]
[o]
[o]
[m]
[x]
(p]
[c]
[t]
[yl
Iyl
[B]
[B1]
[yl
[3]
[am]

[u]



